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The Clapp Report 


MERICAN piptomacy in the Palestine dis- 

pute has been full of inconsistencies and in- 
adequacies, but to one aspect of the problem, the 
United States—and above all President Truman 
—has always given close and continuous at- 
tention: the humanitarian issue of the refugees. 
Whether it was Jewish or Arab refugees who 
were concerned, the plight of these victims of 
political upheavals was generally placed at the 
forefront of the American agenda. To the large 
extent that the Clapp Report on Palestine refu- 
gees is a result of American diplomacy, it is an 
outstanding product of this honorable American 
tradition.. The Report is a particularly distin- 
guished contribution because, unlike previous 
American efforts on behalf of refugees, it does 
not blind itself to the political problems inextric- 
ably involved in the question; and while it makes 
no attempt at a full-scale political solution, its 
proposals for the refugees take account of exist- 
ing political limitations as to what can be usefully 
undertaken, and hence leave the way open for an 
ultimate complete settlement in Palestine. 


When President Truman proposed the imme- 
diate admission to Palestine of 100,000 Jewish 
displaced persons in the last days of the Mandate, 
we were gratified and moved. But those who 
gave any serious thought to the situation in 
Palestine were also aware that one could not 
realistically demand the admission of the 100,000 
without making another organically and logical- 
ly connected demand — to restore in actual ef- 
fect the legal situation under which these 100,- 
000 refugees had a formal right to be admitted 
or to yield authority to a political order which 
at that time may have favored restoring the 
Mandate’s original intent; he might have favor- 
ed replacing it by Partition, but he urged neither, 
and as an inescapable result, this deep sympathy 
for the refugees led to nothing; it could lead to 
nothing, until the political question was solved. 


To-day it is equally important to realize clear- 
ly the political implications of various solutions 
of the Arab refugee problem. Israel at this mo- 
ment stands at the dead center of a political 
storm. It has barely emerged from a full-scale 
war, border clashes still occur in the midst of 
the uncertain armistice, and threats of renewed 
hostilities offered in every Arab country com- 
bine with feverish rearmament to make Israel’s 
Peace precarious. To readmit Arab refugees in 
considerable numbers under these circumstances 
would be for Israel a policy of suicidal reckless- 


ness. Arab insistence on such admission is en- 
tirely logical — its aim is the death of Israel. 
This certainly is not the aim of the United 
States, but during the past year American pres- 
sure to repatriate Arab refugees at once, before 
a peace settlement and in obviously unmanage- 
able numbers, has been neither logical nor re- 
sponsible. The view seemed to be that while 
America wished Israel well, it was not the direct 
concern of the State Department to protect 
Israel’s security, and hence American policy on 
Palestine did not have to be affected by this 
factor. 


However, as should have been obvious to any- 
one, Israel’s policy was bound to be primarily 
affected by considerations of security. Conse- 
quently, the American attitude accomplished 
nothing toward the permanent resettlement of 
the Arab refugees. As a matter of fact it prob- 
ably contributed to preventing the resettlement 
and economic absorption of a certain number 
who might by now have become independent 
workers instead of public charges. Despite Is- 
rael’s desire to meet American wishes, especially 
in regard to an issue to which Jews are particu- 
larly sensitive, the number of Arabs readmitted 
to Israel remained within the limits that security 
imposed: it was restricted to individual hardship 
cases. Among the Arabs, however, the American 
attitude had a marked effect, which the Clapp 
Commission refers to obliquely. It encouraged 
the Arabs — refugees and government, alike — 
to believe that if they made no effort whatsoever 
at resettlement in Arab countries but kept the 
camp population as large as possible, drawing 
upon UN assistance, they would strengthen 
themselves politically and perhaps force the 
Jews to admit dangerously large numbers to 
Israel without any Arab commitment to peace. 


ITH reEGarD to the number of Arab refugees, 

the Clapp Commission documents in detail 
what those close to the subject have always 
known. The million or more “refugees” con- 
tinually appearing in press dispatches is made 
up only in part of Palestinians displaced from 
Israel-occupied areas. About a third of that 
number represents destitute non-Palestinians not 
adequately provided for by their own govern- 
ments who have placed themselves under the 
charitable care of the United Nations. Thus 
the Arab policy of playing the displaced Arab 
card for all it is worth — together with the 
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general incompetence of the Arab governments 
in meeting elementary responsibilities — threat- 
ens to make permanent paupers not only of the 
Palestinian refugees but of a not inconsiderable 
number of their own citizens on the UN bread- 
line. The Clapp Commission was unable to tally 
the refugees itself*, but on the basis of British 
estimates (regarded as generous) of the pre-war 
Palestine population, it arrived at a probable 
maximum of about 750,000 refugees, Jewish and 
Arab, who have been displaced from their homes 
by the war. Of these almost 50,000 Arabs and 
Jews are in Israel, and in the opinion of the 
Commission, likely to be well taken care of. 
Another 80,000, either because they left early 
with money or for other reasons, are self-sup- 
porting. Thus the first recommendation of the 
Report is that only the remainder, about 630,000 
together with 25,000 non-refugees barred from 
their fields by the present armistice lines should 
get UN rations, after a brief transitional period. 
In this way, at the very beginning, the Arab 
governments would be called upon to carry out 
their responsibilities to almost 300,000 of their 
citizens, who would be turned back from the 
road of permanent pauperdom to economic in- 
dependence. 


The same spirit animates the whole of the 
Clapp Report. Every proposal in the Report is 
dictated by the kind of realistic attention to im- 
mediate problems which spells effective human- 
itarianism. Recognizing that the only way to 
divorce relief and rehabilitation trom politics is 
to accept the limits which politics impose, the 
Report makes no pious pronouncements in favor 
either of repatriation to Israel or of resettlement 
in the Arab countries as a solution of the prob- 
lem. Instead it proposes to substitute for the 
dole a program of morale-building public works 
projects, which at one and the same time would 
conserve the agricultural resources of the Arab 
countries, rehabilitate the refugees, and begin to 
train the Arab governments in the processes of 
realistic thinking and constructive work. 


It remains to be seen whether the Arab gov- 
ernments have gained sufficient maturity after 
the past few years to cooperate in these plans. 
If they can contribute their share, the Clapp 
Report may prove more than an example of in- 
ternational investigation at its best; it may open 
a door to permanent peace in Palestine. : 


* It begins with the frank statement that no one really 
knows how many Arab refugees there are. 
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Strange Bedfellows 
ORDAN’S OUTRIGHT REJECTION of 


any proposals to internationalize Jerusalem 
has added a further element of unreality to th 
protracted debates at Lake Success. Abdullah 
has made it plain that his government will not 
relinquish control of the Old City nor pull his 
troops out of the sections of Jerusalem he now 
controls. Since Israel’s opposition to internation. 
alization is familiar, for reasons which have been 
amply discussed, this means that the two goy. 
ernments actually involved and on the spot hay 
declined to accept the establishment of an inter. 
national regime over their respective areas. Isra¢| 
has from the first admitted the legitimate world 
interest in the Holy Places and is ready to agree 
to UN supervision of holy sites and to measure 
for their protection and accessibility. In any 
case, 95% of the Holy Places are in the Arab- 
held Old City. Arguments for imposing an in- 
ternational authority on the 100,000 Jews of 
the New City become increasingly tenuous upon 
examination. 


As we go to press, the’ United Nations ha 
before it several proposals for Jerusalem the 
chief of which are: the plan of the United 
Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission 
which, while dividing Jerusalem between Jews 
and Arabs and offering some autonomy to the 
residents, establishes an international regime to 
rule the entire enclave of Jerusalem; Australia’ 
proposal to return to the 1947 plan for complete 
internalization without any partition; Soviet 
Russia’s proposal, which like Australia’s, calls for 
the internationalization of Jerusalem as envisaged 
in the 1947 Partition Resolution, but transfer 
authority to the Trusteeship Council; the pro- 
posal of Israel for an international regime whos 
power would be confined to the control of religi- 
ous and historic shrines, and which would not 
interfere in the secular o1 political life of Jerv- 
salem. 

Russia’s advocacy of internationalization in- 
jects a new and puzzling note. It is difficult to 
understand why the U.S.S.R. should ally itsel 
with the Roman Catholic Church and all th 
Arab states, except Abdullah. The Soviet repre- 
sentative has charged that the Conciliation Com- 
mission’s proposals, which would permit loca 
autonomy for the Israeli and Arab-held areas of 
the City, are an Anglo-Saxon imperialist plot 
to gain control over an important military and 
strategic center. Why complete international 
zation should lessen this hypothetical peril is not 
clear from the Soviet representative’s argv: 
ments. Nor can one understand Russia’s suddet 
confidence in the United Nations. If Russiai 
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swing indicates a renewed bid for the support of 
the Arab rulers, it is hardly likely to secure the 
purer, plotless atmosphere for which Mr. Tsarap- 
kin pleads. 

There is still another possible explanation for 
the Soviet’s position. The Russian proposal 
would dissolve the Conciliation Commission and 
would instruct the Trusteeship Council to carry 
out the Jerusalem Statute of 1947. Since the 
Soviet Union is a permanent member of the 
Trusteeship Council, the acceptance of the Rus- 
san amendment would enable Russia to partici- 
pate directly in the administration of Jerusalem. 
Israel’s recent transfer of Czarist orthodox re- 
ligious establishments to the Soviet will now 
provide Russia with a constant opportunity to 
display its concern for Holy Places. However, 
there appears to be little prospect that the Rus- 
san amendment will be accepted by the 
Assembly. 

The Vatican’s campaign for internationali- 
zation continues unabated. It has assumed such 
forms as a Crusade of Prayer in which the faith- 
ful are urged to pray for the protection of Jeru- 
salem and the preservation of its sacred charac- 
ter. One can hardly refrain from pointing out 
that such prayers would have been more to the 
purpose if proferred when the cannons of the 
Arab armies were shelling Jerusalem. The present 
solicitude, when Jerusalem is at peace, must seem 
strangely belated to those who defended Jeru- 
salem against savage assault and honored its sanc- 
tity. Equally strange will seem the injunctions 
of the Church advising pilgrims to the Holy 
Land not to visit Israel. Such deliberate attempts 
to foster suspicion and ill-will can hardly make 
for international amity and the brotherhood of 
man. 

Despite the unrelenting propaganda waged 
against the legitimate rights of Israel and Jeru- 
salem, none of the proposals for internationaliza- 
tion seem likely to pass. The logic of facts will 
probably prevail and barring unforeseen develop- 
ments, the status quo will remain unaltered for 
the present. In the meantime, Israel’s struggle 
for the independence of Jewish Jerusalem will 
go on. 


Which Zionist Party ? 


HE FIRST ZIONIST CONGRESS to be held 

since the establishment of the Jewish State 
will take place next summer in Israel. Many 
American Jews waht to know what legitimate 
function the Congress, and especially its con- 
stituent parties, can now exercise? What reason 
is there for the continued existence of political 
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factions within the Zionist movement, and how 
can the numerical strength of their representa- 
tives at the Zionist Congress affect Israel? 

These are legitimate and understandable ques- 
tions. In the first place, it should be stated that 
outside interference in the internal affairs of 
Israel would neither be brooked by the citizens 
of an independent state, nor sought by the great 
mass of diaspora Zionists whatever their political 
complexion. No one seriously disputes the propo- 
sition that Israel’s inner political problems are 
the business only of its people. No sensible 
American Zionist, no matter how well-inten- 
tioned, would presume to meddle with Israel’s 
elections or government. However, the bonds be- 
tween Israel and the World Zionist movement 
have not been severed because of the emergence 
of the state. The character of the tie may have 
changed, but it is still intimate. The family 
relationship remains with its attendant obliga- 
tons, and it would be idle to pretend that the 
weal of one can be a matter of indifference to 
the other. 

The responsibilities which World Zionism, 
through the instrumentality of the Jewish 
Agency, has assumed toward Israel are no less 
vital than before. The entire vast historic pro- 
cess known as the Ingathering of Exiles is the 
specific financial obligation of the Jewish com- 
munities outside of Israel. Obviously the young. 
state, faced by titanic tasks of construction, 
reconstruction, and defense, cannot undertake 
the burden of absorbing the huge present immi- 
gration without assistance. 

Nor can the young state, a new-comer on the 
international arena, be left without the support 
of an enlightened public opinion such as organ- 
ized Zionist bodies can most effectively mobilize 
in their respective lands. The struggle now being 
waged about Jerusalem is an illustration of the 
kind of aid Israel can naturally expect from 
those best qualified to understand its needs and to 
sympathize with its objectives. There has been 
a great marshalling of world sentiment around 
the questions of Jerusalem, the Arab refugees, 
and the imperialist rivalries in the Middle East. 
Powerful international and national forces have 
unhesitatingly thrown their full weight into the 
determination of these issues. In such a conflict 
the Zionist movement becomes the logical mech- 
anism for mobilizing support for Israel’s legiti- 
mate aspirations and preventing the small land 
from falling prey to unscrupulous international 
intrigue. 

What about the party structure of the Zionist 
Congress? Is Israel practically affected by the 
relative strength of the various political group- 
ings in Zionism? Even if Israel were a firmly 
established state, every person interested in its 
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destiny would hope for the victory of those 
ideological tendencies with which he. is in sym- 
pathy. Men the world over are concerned with 
the kind of regime that exists in China, Greece, 
or Spain, and lend their support to reaction or 
liberalism according to their lights. The spiritual 
allignment which no intelligent person can 
escape in regard to any part of the globe ob- 
viously becomes more pressing for a Zionist con- 
sidering the future of Israel. 


In Israel, the structure is not set; everything 
is fluid, in the process of becoming. The shape 
that will finally emerge will in large measure be 
determined by the character of the present im- 
migration and the manner of its absorption. The 
labor government of Israel, with its pioneer 
tradition and its pioneer vision, has a realistic 
program for building a sound society. We stress 
“realistic” because the labor movement’s insist- 
ence on cooperative colonization has in the past 
proven the most practical approach to state 
building. The marshes of the Emek and the 
wastes of the Negev have at no period appealed 
to private capital. Their reclamation has at every 
step involved the marshalling of national capital, 
national energy and pioneer idealism. These still 
remain the paramount requirements for the 
development of Israel. The Prime Minister and 
veteran labor leader, Ben-Gurion, has repeatedly 
made clear the government’s welcome of private 
initiative and private capital in the great labor 
of creating the new state. Israel must tap all 
sources of strength within the Jewish people, but 
primacy must be given to those elements which 
have consistently subordinated individual gain to 
national interest. 


[N THE presENT SHEKEL CAMPAIGN for the 

23rd Zionist Congress, American Jews will 
have an opportunity of identifying themselves 
with progressive, demagogic, or reactionary 
forces in the Zionist movement. We urge them 
to purchase the Labor Zionist shekel. We quote 
from the proclamation issued by the Labor Zion- 
ist Movement: 


“The greater the number of Labor Zionist 
Shkolim the greater will be the strength of those 
forces in Israel which have set an example of 
economic and social development without ex- 
ploitation, while at the same time preserving the 
freedom of the individual. The pioneering forces 
which laid the basis for the new state must con- 
tinue to develop the commonwealth. The 
foundations created by the partnership of na- 
tional capital and Jewish labor with the con- 
structive cooperation of private capital must be 
strengthened.” 


JEwIsH FRONT 


Pioneer Women 


Tie SILVER JUBILEE of the Pioneer Women; 

Organization marks twenty-five years of seri. 
ous accomplishment for Zionism and of unique 
activity on the American scene. Women’s organi- 
zations have generally had a hard time in gradu. 
ating from the status of “Ladies Auxiliary” to 
that of equal partnership with their masculine 
equivalents. Symptomatically, one of the few 
places where women early achieved political ma- 
turity and recognition has been in the Palestinian 
labor movement. Even there victory did not 
come lightly. It was the result of years of par- 
ticipation in every aspect of pioneering. A whole 
generation of women grew up in Palestine who 
insisted on the right to share in every physical 
hazard and to be consulted in every political 
dilemma. It is only natural, therefore, that in 
Israel women play a part in some degree com- 
mensurate to their individual capacities. In pro- 
portion to the size of its population, more 
women have positions of political responsibility 
in Israel than anywhere else in the world. In the 
parliament, where they constitute 10 per cent 
of the representatives, and in the workers’ coun- 
cils which have to face the gravest problems of 
national reconstruction, women are not humor- 
ed; they count. 

The Pioneer Women’s Organization of Amer- 
ica is the ideological counterpart of the Moatzath 
Hapoaloth (Working Women’s Council) of 
Israel. Since its inception in 1924, the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization has been actively engaged 
in disseminating the Labor Zionist viewpoint 
among women in the United States and Canada. 
The practical projects to which the organization 
has devoted its funds and energies developed 
naturally from its Labor Zionist ideology. For 
twenty-five years the Pioneer Women’s Organi- 
zation has established agricultural training- 
farms for girls, opened nurseries for the children 
of working mothers and new immigrants, and 
organized cooperative kitchens and laundries. 

The fact that the Pioneer Women’s Organiza- 
tion chose the establishment of agricultural 
training farms for girls as a primary activity 
sprang from its profound appreciation of the 
nation-building role of the labor movement. 
Just as the kvutzah, the collective forr: of liv- 
ing, was found to be not only an ideal but a 
practical method of settling and cultivating land 
in pioneer Palestine, so the national need for the 
“emancipated” woman was early recognized. In 
a numerically small community faced by im- 
mense tasks, women could not afford to be rele- 
gated to their conventional roles. A girl trained 
in bee-culture, dairying or reforestation was 4 
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greater national asset than one who could only 
wash the dishes and do the mending. Particu- 
larly to-day, when the deserts of the Negev and 
the hills of Galilee call for reclamation, one ap- 
preciates the importance of training young im- 


migrants for life on the soil. Rahel Yanait, whose’ 


beautiful training-farm in Jerusalem had, till 
the war, been one of the charms of the country, 
wrote prophetically many years ago: “The 
Meshek is a training farm, but it must not be 
regarded merely as an institution where women 
come only to learn a trade. It is not a trade; it 
is a sort of personal destiny that we teach... 
A woman learns to awaken within herself a 
permanent relationship to the soil.” 


The Pioneer Women have been assisted by the 
active leadership of such internationally known 
figures as Golda Myerson, who was the secre- 
tary of the Organization during one of her long- 
er visits to the United States. Several of the 
present women members of the Israel parliament 
have at various periods been the special delegates 
of the Working Women’s Council to the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization to bring the message of 
renascent Israel to their American comrades. 


No less important is the Pioneer Women’s 
American program. Through its identification 
with liberal attitudes in social and political ques- 
tons, the Pioneer Women represent one of the 
most progressive and best informed groups in 
American Jewish life. We congratulate the 
Pioneer Women, and their able president, Mrs. 
Israel Goldstein, on their impressive record of 
achievement. Politically conscious, closely bound 
to the most vital elements in Israel, they form 
an intellectual vanguard for American Jewish 
women. We wish them continued growth to 
meet their increased responsibilities. 


A Welcome Reversal 


HE FEINBERG LAW has been declared un- 

constitutional by the New York State Su- 
preme Court. According to Justice Schirick’s 
ruling, the statute which directed the Board of 
Regents to purge the public school system of 
Communist teachers or ‘“‘fellow-travellers”, con- 
stituted a Bill of Attainder, that is to say a leg- 
islative act inflicting punishment without a 
judicial trial. 


Every liberal will rejoice at this finding. The 
Feinberg Law deprived the individual of the pro- 
tection of what Justice Schirick has described 
as “our traditional judicial forms.” It set a 
dangerous precedent through the vagueness of 
its phrasing, and particularly through its vicious 
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doctrine of guilt by association. No believer in 
democratic processes, whatever his opposition to 
communism might be, had reason to take com- 
fort from the existence of the Feinberg Law 
among the statutes of the land. Its violation of 
the basic rights of democratic citizenship repre- 
sented a threat to practically any viewpoint 
which might fail to meet the approval of some 
self-appointed authority. Under its loose phras- 
ing, the mild liberal was as suspect as the violent 
revolutionary, and neither enjoyed the normal 
safeguards of judicial procedure. All teachers, 
whatever their political beliefs, were suddenly 
at the mercy of any disgruntled students or 
spiteful colleagues. 

The fate of the Feinberg Law has as yet not 
been sealed. It will probably be reviewed by the 
Court of Appeals, and will no doubt eventually 
find its way before the Supreme Court of the 
United States. One can only hope that the pres- 
ent ruling is an indication of a healthier atmos- 
phere in the country. The current anti-red 
hysteria resulted in a number of unsavory mani- 
festations of which the Peekskill riots and Fein- 
berg witch-hunts were a part. The State Court’s 
act serves as a salutary reminder that the chief 
strength of a democracy lies in its regard for its 
own basic laws and beliefs. 
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Exodus From Poland 


by M. Sharf 


EWS IN POLAND are once more living in a 
fever of hope and fear. In their homes, in the 
streets, everywhere the talk revolves about one 
subject only—the directive of the Polish govern- 
ment regarding emigration to Israel. People try 
to squeeze the last bit of meaning out of every 
word of the announcement. In the meantime 
they live in great tension. Every Jew in Poland 
feels that this is a fateful moment which must 
be taken advantage of, unless he wishes to re- 
nounce forever the right to go to Israel. Never- 
theless it is not so easy to make the decision. To 
understand the difficulty one must be acquainted 
with the complicated situation prevailing in 
Poland regarding the Jews. 

Despite numerous assurances by the Polish 
government that it would put no difficulties in 
the way of Jews wishing to go to Israel, emigra- 
tion has virtually ceased for the last two years. 
Nor is it a secret that the stoppage of Jewish 
emigration from Poland has been the result of 
constant effort on the part of Jewish commu- 
nists. For a while these efforts were fruitless and 
the Warsaw government insisted that Jewish 
emigration to Israel should not be hindered. More 
recently, however, the Jewish communists in 
Poland could point to the vigorous anti-Zionist 
stand of Moscow, which proved a decisive argu- 
ment in debates with their Polish comrades. In 
consequence of this pressure the offices of the 
Jewish Agency in Poland were closed, and the 
Zionist Coordination Committee for Migration 
was liquidated. After these two organizations 
were eliminated, Jewish emigration from Poland 
came to a standstill. Officially there was still no 
regulation forbidding anyone to apply for a per- 
mit to emigrate, but actually hardly any of the 
applicants for such permits were granted pass- 
ports, and even the few fortunate had to wait a 
long time and encountered many hardships. The 
vast majority of the applicants were refused per- 
mits without being given any reason for the re- 
fusal. Nor could any Zionist group intervene. All 
applications had to be made on a purely individ- 
ual basis and the Zionist organizations were 
strictly enjoined to conduct no activities con- 
nected with emigration. 

The situation of the Jews in Poland was an 
unhappy one, and seemed to be hopeless. The 
general apathy was not even dented by the var- 
ious communist campaigns for “Jewish Cul- 
ture”. Assimilation gained great momentum, be- 
cause many Jews felt that since they appeared 


- doomed to remain in Poland it might be best to 


merge with the Polish population, insofar 4 
possible. 


But the Polish government had never officially 
forbidden emigration and showed definite fluc. 
tuations in the enforcement of its policy on emi- 
gration. From time to time there would bea 
measure of relaxation in the unofficial ban on 
leaving the country and a few passports would 
be issued. It was therefore concluded that the 
government had not definitely made up its mind 
and that a change for the better might still be 
expected. In view of this, Jews continued to file 
applications for emigration passports and, des- 
pite the meager chance of having these applica- 
tions granted, twenty thousand Jews in Poland 
filed such requests. On occasion they stood in line 
three days and three nights before the passport 
office to enter their applications 


When it became known at last that the gov- 
ernments of Poland and Israel were negotiating 
an agreement to renew Jewish emigration, the 
Jewish community was cheered .The Jewish 
communists did everything in their power to 
hinder negotiations and warned the Jews in 
Poland not to be led astray by false hopes. They 
petitioned a recent conference of the Cominform 
held in Poland to prohibit Zionist activity in all 
Cominform countries, and completely to stop 
emigration to Israel. But this memorandum of 
the Jewish communists caused their defeat. The 
representatives of Hungary and Rumania sup- 
ported it, while those of Poland, Bulgaria and 
Czechoslovakia opposed it. The Soviet Union 
took no clear stand on the question and it was 
therefore left to the discretion of each Comin- 
form country to act as it chose. Poland’s negotia- 
tions with Israel brought results despite the op- 
position of the Jewish communists. 


[T 1s imporTANT to understand why the Polish 

communists do not see eye to eye with their 
Jewish comrades on the question of the emigra- 
tion of Jews to Israel. The Polish communists 
justly feel that anti-Semitism, which is deeply 
rooted among the Polish masses, is a great boon to 
reactionary forces in the country. Were the Jews 
in Poland numerous enough they could at least be 
utilized in support of the present government. 
But the surviving Jews are insignificant in num- 
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ber and cannot serve as an effective prop for the 
government. They can only prove a source of 
trouble; despite their small number, they loom 
large in the eyes of anti-Semites. The problem 
might also not be so serious were the Jews to 
how an inclination to remain in the country 
ss Jews. But this is not the case. The majority of 
them wish to emigrate. A minority tries to as- 
imilate and seeks to enter the governing appa- 
ratus. This tends to increase anti-Semitism and to 
samp the government as overwhelmingly man- 
ned by Jews. The recent campaign against “cos- 
mopolitanism” in the Soviet Union was also a 
hint to Polish government circles that they, too, 
might have to undertake similar campaigns at 
sme future date. Polish communists do not look 
forward to such a development. But as a result 
of these various factors they feel that it might be 
best for all concerned to part with the Jews on 
friendly terms at the present time. 

The situation is not lacking in a tragi-comic 
aspect. Jews in Poland are aware that the battle 
over emigration is being fought with jews 
manning both sides of the barricades. This may 
seem strange to people not informed about the 
situation in Poland. It is a fact nevertheless. Jew- 
ish communists are heavily represented in the 
Polish government. But Jewish communists are 
divided into two broad categories: “Aryan” 
Jewish communists, who have changed their 
names and have nothing to do with the Jewish 
community, and “Jewish” communists, people 
who for one reason or another could find no 
niche in the general political setup and therefore 
devote themselves to work among Jews. The in- 
terests of these two categories clash sharply .The 
“Jewish” Jewish communists are vitally inter- 
ested in the continued existence of a Jewish com- 
munity in Poland, else they will have no one to 
represent. The “Aryan” Jewish communists, on 
the other hand, would like to see the Jewish com- 
munity disappear from the country, the Jewish 
question eliminated, and their own descent con- 
sequently forgotten. Prominent officials like 
Jacob Berman, Hilary Minc, Zambrowski and 
others belong to the “Aryan” branch of the Jew- 
ish communist clan and would like to see the 
Jewish problem solved in Poland in a more radi- 
cal manner than assimilation. For one thing, as- 
similation takes too long. Furthermore, the roots 
of anti-Semitism are too deep in the country and 
the superficially indoctrinated communists of 
the new Poland still don’t take to their new faith 
kindly. Suffering from a weakness common to 
all assimilationists, the “Aryan” Jewish com- 
munists try to avoid the company of other as- 
similated Jews, and would gladly see the Jews of 
Poland emigrate while this is still possible. 
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THE “JewisH” JEwisH COMMUNISTS, such as 

Zacharias, Mirsky, Lazevnik, Smoliar and oth- 
ers, enjoy important seniority in the communist 
party. But for various reasons—such as language, 
etc.—they cannot become integrated in the gov- 
ernment apparatus, except perhaps in minor 
posts. They would therefore prefer the contin- 
ued existence of a Jewish community in Poland 
in whose name they could speak, as well as re- 
ceive dollars from abroad .This group is quite 
numerous and because of intimate contacts with 
Polish communist leaders dating back to illegal 
activity before the war, enjoys considerable in- 
fluence. In appeals to their Polish comrades, these 
Jewish communists argue that Poland should be 
interested in the preservation of a Jewish com- 
munity because of its contacts with foreign Jews 
whose sympathies can always be made to pay 
dividends. The protector of this group is the 
Foreign Minister, Modzelewski. By and large, 
however, the Polish communists are indifferent 
to the entire problem. Even if they tend to sym- 
pathize with the view of the “Aryan” Jewish 
communists, they prefer to remain silent in such 
a delicate matter. One thus gets the impression 
that the battle about immigration is between two 
groups of Jewish communists. 

But though Polish communists tend to remain 
aloof, the “Aryan” Jewish communists of the 
type of Berman are far more influential in the 
government than the “Jewish” Jewish com- 
munists of the type of Zacharias .Encouraged by 
the decision of the Cominform, the former pro- 
ceeded to carry out their program of ridding 
themselves of the Jewish problem. This, among 
other factors, resulted in a favorable outcome of 
the negotiations between Israel and Poland. 

When the Polish government announced the 
outcome of the negotiations in the form of a 
communique simplifying the procedure for emi- 
gration to Israel, the Jews in Poland were over- 
joyed. They wished each other Mazel Tov and 
many began packing for the trip. But the Jewish 
communists did not give up so easily, and for the 
first time since the new government was estab- 
lished they embarked on a struggle against it. 
Since they understand very well that the govern- 
ment wishes to rid itself of the Jewish problem 
through emigration, they developed a counter- 
campaign aiming to frighten the Jewish com- 
munity away from the thought of leaving the 
country. 

Some weeks before the negotiations between 
Israel and Poland were concluded the Jewish 
communists organized a campaign against the 
“slanderers” in the foreign Yiddish press. Jews in 
Poland were then surprised at the violence of 
this campaign and the excessive waste of time 








10 


and energy against a couple of correspondents in 
foreign papers. If those correspondents misstated 
the facts about Poland, why not simply deny 
them? Why was it necessary, they wondered, to 
mobilize all Jewish institutions in this campaign 
and to stage protest meetings at which Polish 
workers were made to deliver fiery sermons 
against “Jewish war-mongers.abroad”? Would- 
n’t such tactics encourage anti-Semitism and 
create the impression among the Polish people 
that Jews throughout the world were against 
them and urge an armed attack upon them? 


BUT THE aNswER soon became obvious. It was 

noticed that the protests were not directed ex- 
clusively or even primarily against the “‘agents of 
the Marshall Plan” in America, Paris, etc., but 
against the Jewish State of Israel. The communist 
publications Dos Neie Leben and Folksshtimme 
redoubled their efforts against Israel. Nor were 
verbal denunciations of the government of 
Israel as “imperialist agents” and “enemies of the 
working class” the only weapon .Two “return- 
ees” from Israel were also paraded throughout 
Poland to tell the horrors of life in Israel. One of 
these was I. Lechter, former editor of the Paris 
communist publication, Neie Presse. Last year 
Mr. Lechter was sent to Israel by his paper. At 
that time he wrote favorable reports from the 
country—communist policy then required it. 
Now, with the stain of pro-Zionist sympathies 
besmirching his political past, Lechter has been 
exiled to Poland to atone for his errors by means 
of atrocity stories regarding life in Israel. Listen- 
ing to him one gets the impression that Israel is 
one huge concentration camp where all Jews 
secretly dream of flight to Poland. 

The Jewish communists in Poland feel that 
this propaganda is not enough, and that since 
twenty thousand Jews had registered for emigra- 
tion before the agreement with Israel, the num- 
ber was likely to increase now that emigration 
opportunities were a fact. They therefore in 
their struggle with the government at first for 
some time refused to publish its communique re- 
garding the simplification of the procedure in ob- 
taining emigration passports. Even after Victor 
Grosz, chief of propaganda of the Polish Foreign 
Ministry (one of the ‘Aryan” Jewish commun- 
ists) compelled them to publish the communi- 
que, they appended to it a “commentary” that 
was in part confiscated by the chief censor— 
likewise an “Aryan” Jewish communist. Jn this 
“commentary” which was later published in full 
on September 2, the Jewish communists warned 
people to think seriously before deciding to leave 
forever the “land where socialism is being built” 
for capitalist shores where unemployment, police 
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oppression and concentration camps were th; 
rule. It was inconvenient for them to speak 
openly of Israel, therefore they wrote of “capj. 
talist countries” in a general way, though they 
know that Jews are permitted to leave Poland 
for Israel only. 

The struggle betwen the “Aryan” Jewish com. 
munists and the “Jewish” Jewish communists js 
gaining in intensity. The former reckon that 10 
thousand emigration applications embracing 3) 
thousand persons will be processed this year. The 
remaining 40-45 thousand Jews will leave during 
the following two years. The Central Committe 
of Polish Jews should be liquidated during 1950, 
and the Jewish problem in Poland come to an 
end. Only local Jewish communal organization 
enjoying limited functions will remain to serve 
the needs of the handful staying in the country, 
This, precisely, is what the “Jewish” Jewish com- 
munists dread. Hence, they bend all their efforts 
to boycott the decision of the government. 

Realizing that atrocity stories about Israel are 
not likely to produce the desired effect the Jew- 
ish communists in Poland also spread rumors that 
all persons registering for emigration to Isra¢d 
will be deported to Siberia. Such rumors are ef- 
fective. Polish Jews do not know which of the 
two factions will triumph in the end. The Jewish 
communists will no doubt appeal to Moscow, 
and who can tell how the sphinx in the Kremlin 
will decide the issue. Remembering their exper- 
ience in 1940, Jews are ready to give credence to 
the rumors about Siberia. This explains the hesi- 
tation of some to register for emigration. 

The Jewish communists also terrorize Jewish 
organizations in Poland to prevent organized as- 
sistance to emigrants. They believe that the 
Israel embassy will not be in a position to handle 
the tremendous stream of emigrants, and if each 
individual will have to face the red tape without 
organized help, the number will diminish. 

But anyone familiar with the mood prevail- 
ing among Polish Jews is aware that barring un- 
foreseen developments, no threats and no trick- 
ery will deter them from utilizing the present 
opportunity to leave the country and go to Israel. 
The small surviving Jewish community in Poland 
is preparing for its exodus . 
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Franco — Protector of Islam? 
by Michael Salomon 


he igre FOR A JOURNALIST in- 
terested in Arab questions, my two and a 
half months’ trip through Spain and Spanish 
Morocco coincided with Abdullah’s visit to 
§pain. I was also able to revise some notions that 
were too comfortably settled in my mind. The 
complex situation of the Rif is often dismissed 
with the banal cliche: “Spanish Morocco, the 
arsenal of the Arab League. .. .” 

As a matter of fact, it is hard to understand 
the mystery that shrouds Tetuan. It is relatively 
asy to get a tourist visa for Spanish Morocco. In 
ite of the fact that at Ceuta or Tetuan one is 
under police surveillance at every moment, it 
does not require the talents of a Sherlock Holmes 
to get around the police occasionally and make 
contact with certain opposition elements among 
the Spanish and native population. And yet, at 
the interesting time of Abdullah’s trip, I believe 
Iwas the only journalist present in the capital of 
the Rif. Tangier, on the other hand, is a bad ob- 
servation post. The international city is admin- 
istered by an assembly of pusillanimous financiers 
ind “men of affairs”, with a kernel of Franco 
agents; all the blasts of the Franco propaganda 
machine are amplified and the truth suppressed 
or carefully distorted. 

Two basié questions must interest the Jewish 
reader: What is Franco’s attitude toward Israel? 
What is his Arab policy? These two questions, 
moreover, are intimately related. 

The unequivocal position of the little State of 
lrael at the memorable vote on the admission of 
Franco Spain to the UN was a substantial blow 
to the dictator’s prestige. We cannot say that the 
ltter had not consented to some sacrifices to as- 
ure himself of Israel’s good graces. About a 
month before the vote, the Franco press put a 
damper on its anti-Israel campaign. A long 
itticle appeared in the Monarchist-Franco Ma- 
drid daily “A.B.C.” which was extremely fav- 
rable toward Zionist aspirations and openly de- 
manded recognition of the Jewish state. This 
atticle raised a violent polemic between the 
"A.B.C.” and “Criterio”, the organ of the Fal- 
ange. Ben Gurion, formerly a “‘bloody Bolshe- 
vik,” became in one instance a “great states- 
man.” A Catalan monthly risked ridicule by 
comparing Israel with Spain: “Two countries,” 
itwrote, ‘“‘where order reigns with justice”; there 
followed a similar sickeningly eulogistic parallel 
between Franco and—Ben Gurion. At this time 
there also reappeared in the principal Franco 





journals accounts of services Franco had rendered 
European Jews persecuted in Nazi-occupied ter- 
ritory. We know today by irrefutable testimony, 
of which I will only cite Sir Samuel Hoare’s 
book, that far from having been saved by Spain, 
the Jews of Salonica, for example, were almost 
all handed over to the Germans. For the few 
thousands of Jews who crossed the Pyrenees and 
found asylum in Spain, how many were turned 
back by the frontier guards? The luckier ones 
served to give new material for Franco propa- 
ganda, which became more necessary as the vic- 
tory of the Axis receded. But the most far-reach- 
ing measure, intended to assure not only the 
sympathy of Israel but that of the powerful 
Jewish communities in America as well, was the 
law that Franco put through the Cortes on 
December 29, 1948 by which, imitating the ges- 
ture of his predecessor, General Primo De Rivera, 
Spanish origin-rights were accorded to certain 
Sephardim living abroad. 

All these measures were useless, and even be- 
fore Israel’s United Nations vote, scarcely any 
Jews presented themselves at Salonica or Istanbul 
to take advantage of the generous measure cited 
above. Thereupon the Franco press resumed its 
old attacks. Ben Gurion again became an agent 
of the Ogpu, Jews were desecrating churches and 
convents, etc. The two main anti-Israel themes 
—Jerusalem and the Arab refugees—were taken 
up again and amplified. 

An interesting detail should be noted here. The 
Franco press on last August 15th reviewed an 
exchange of correspondence between the Spanish 
Episcopacy and the Vatican on the question of 
Jerusalem. On several occasions the Spanish hier- 
archy recommended the internationalization of 
Jerusalem, of Nazareth, and of the Holy Places 
scattered in Israel. In his reply of June 11th the 
Pope gave his blessing—but not a word about 
Jerusalem. The ardent zeal of the Church in 
Spain has recently been translated into a showy 
drive by the young zealots of the Falange and 
the Catholic Action, the two official parties of 
the regime, to declare themselves ready to take 
up arms in a new crusade to save the tomb of 
Christ from the menace of the Jews. 

In addition, the arrival in Madrid at the be- 
ginning of August of Taher el Fitiami, Secretary 
and special envoy of the ex-Mufti, furnished a 
pretext for new lamentations over the distress of 
the Arab refugees. For anyone who knows the 
incredible misery of the Moslem population of ' 
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the Rif, this solicitude must appear alittle sur- 
prising. Very Catholic Spain, which in its time 
had expelled or exterminated the Moors, is dis- 
covering more and more affinities with Islam. 
The journal of the Catholic Action, “YA,” 
recently wrote: “Two types of men in this world 
given over increasingly to paganism and Marx- 
ism still retain a sense of the divine—the Spanish 
Catholic and the Moslem Arab.” The Catholic 
Action also is proposing the reception of 1,000 
Arab children from the camps of Transjordan to 
be educated in Spain. This raised some dissatis- 
faction among some sections of the Falange, who 
found it scandalous to nourish Arab children 
when “Spanish children have not enough to eat.” 
(Bulletin of the Youth Front of Bilbao, August 
1949). 


[S THERE ANTI-SEMITISM in Spain? Considering 
that there are scarcely 4,000 Jews in Spain, 
concentrated for the most part in Barcelona and 
mainly foreign subjects, Spanish anti-Semitism, 
like Don Quixote, is fighting windmills. The 
press keeps harping on the sinister designs of 
Freemasonry and international Jewry. In other 
respects the condition of the Jew resembles that 
of the Protestant, of the free-thinker, or of any 
second-class citizen in tolerant Spain. 

In spite of the few measures taken by the 
Franco government under the pressure of foreign 
opinion and intended to reassure the American 
public, the situation of religious minorities re- 
mains critical. In Madrid a dozen Protestant 
chapels are “‘tolerated”—after deposit of a bond 
and various other humiliating formalities such 
as for the opening of a cafe. Another dozen 
clandestine ones also exist. It was possible to 
open a synagogue through an article of the 
Franco code of July 27, 1947: “The Catholic 
religion, which is that of the Spanish State, shall 
enjoy official protection. No one shall be dis- 
turbed for his religious beliefs and for the private 
practice of his faith. No ceremonies or outward 
demonstrations other than those of the Catholic 
religion shall be authorized.” 

Restrictive as this article is, it still aroused the 
resentment of the Spanish ecclesiastical authori- 
ties, especially of the Cardinal Primate Play 
Deniel, who simply wants all “dissident”’ religions 
outlawed. The fact that non-Catholics are sec- 
ond-class citizens in Spain shows itself by a 
thousand daily difficulties and vexations of every 
kind. More than 100,000 Protestant, Jewish and 
non-religious couples are considered legally as 
living in concubinage, since civil or even non- 
Catholic religious marriages have no validity. 
The precarous legal position of these couples 
complicates their lives no end. A Jewish or Pro- 
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testant student cannot enter the University, 
where a certificate of baptism is demanded for 
matriculation. In the same way the careers of 
officer, civil servant, etc., are tightly closed t 
non-Catholics. 


[T was Easier than I thought to take the pulse 

of Moroccan public opinion. I was curious to 
note the reactions to Abdullah’s visit to Spain, 
My first indication came through a package of 
pamphlets in Arabic and Spanish slipped under 
the door of my room in the Hotel Regina, at- 
tacking the little Transjordanian king. One slo- 
gan in these pamphlets: “Abdullah, the lackey 
of England, shall not come among us,” also coy- 
ered the walls of the Arab quarter during my 
stay. It is a fact that Abdullah did not come to 
Morocco despite a carefully pre-arranged itiner- 
ary. 

1 encountered my first Arab nationalist in one 
of those little cafes that one finds in Medina or 
Tetuan, where old Rifs spend whole days far 
from the vanities of this world, with a glass of 
tea 4 la menthe and their long pipes. My man 
was a young lawyer, a member of the Istiklal 
(the party of Moroccan independence which has 
been outlawed in the Spanish zone) and a sincere 
anti-Francoist. He spoke to me a long time about 
the tragic events of February 1948 in Tetuan. 
The police, under De Varela, fired without warn- 
ing on a crowd which had come to hear the 
nationalist leaders Mahdi, Benuna and Torres, 
who had been to the United Nations to present 
the grievances of Spanish Morocco. However, 
the Arab nationalist movements of the Mahgreb, 
including the Istiklal, have compromised them- 
selves too much in the past, either with Franco 
or with the Arab League, for their present ac- 
tivity to be accepted at face value. Abdul Halek 
Torres was imprisoned, it is true—he was am- 
nestied during Abdullah’s visit—but he wa 
nevertheless one of the most active Franco par- 
tisans when the armies of the Rif rose against 
the Republic. At that time Franco had promised 
him and his comrades of the Moroccan National- 
ist Party and the Ministry of Defense, de facto 
independence of the Rif upon the overthrow of 
the Republic. It should not be forgotten either 
that the anti-imperialism of Torres and other 
agitators around him was but recently of a very 
special kind, since they worked for years for 4 
union of all Morocco under the gentle protection 
of Spain. It is the same with the other Nationalist 
movements, including the powerful and fanatic 
“Moroccan Unity,” which works in perfect ac- 
cord with the Arab League. This fascist party 
includes in its program not only the expulsion of 
the French from Morocco and of foreigners from 
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Tangier, but also the “purification” of the coun- 
try of its heterogeneous elements—Christians, 
Jews, and even Moslem Berbers, in order to create 
4 state: “integrally Arab in language and cul- 
ture.” 

This aggressive hostility toward the Berbers, 
who are the majority in the mountains of the Rif, 
is quite ridiculous. At the first demarche of the 
Nazi apprentices of Tetuan, the vigorous moun- 
taineers would no doubt descend from their vil- 
lages and rapidly restore order in the state. The 
opposition of Moroccan nationalists to Franco, 
to sum up, is nothing more than a cheap settle- 
ment of accounts, and cannot be considered an 
additional serious element in the anti-Franco 
camp. 


FRANCO’S poticy TOWARD the Arab States is 

not appreciably influenced by events in Mor- 
occo—another proof of Arab solidarity. Egypt 
maintains the most cordial relations with Franco, 
despite the fulminating attacks of old Abd el 
Krim and the Moroccan Bureau in Cairo against 
the Caudillo. Abdullah’s visit to Madrid may 
have had as its object, as an English Agency re- 
ports, the effecting of a rapprochement between 
England and Franco, or the setting up of Span- 
ish Morocco as an independent principality un- 
der one of the sons of the Hashemite King; the 
second hypothesis in no wise excludes the first. 
In any case the effect is to shake Franco’s posi- 
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tion in the Mahgreb. Flanked on the one side by 
a “free” Cyrenaica and on the other by an “‘inde- 
pendent” Morocco (we can easily imagine the 
power of attraction that the new state would 
have on the people of the Sherifian empire), 
French North Africa would be in a very precar- 
ious position. It is Franco’s open design to re- 
place France in Morocco and eventually in Al- 
geria. I found the following under the signature 
of a certain Thomas Garcia Sigueras in a special 
number of “Arriba,” organ of the Falange, de- 
voted to Spanish achievements in the Rif: “Spain 
has been the greatest defender of Moroccan in- 
dependence and unity. If the Moroccan Empire 
needed help tomorrow in its development, it is 
only Spain who would be able to provide it.” 

Franco’s tortuous path in the no less tortuous 
politics of the Arab States betrays above all a 
dangerous state of mind, an annexationist desire 
founded on the limited theses of geo-politics. 
Spain is suffering from a violent frustration 
complex. Rightly or wrongly, she claims to be 
particularly qualified by geographical and tradi- 
tional factors to be the protector of Islam. But 
since English and French imperialism have divid- 
ed up the Arab world, Spain, the colonial State 
par excellence—the South American nations 
know something of that—became through frus- 
tration the defender of Arab liberty, especially 
as personified by the feudal chiefs of Cairo and 
Amman. 


Still On The Rampage 


by Shlomo Katz 


HY HAS THE AMERICAN COUNCIL 

for Judaism suddenly intensified the fury 
of its attacks on the Zionist movement? This 
Indian Summer flush of activity, which takes 
the form of numerous meetings addressed by 
“name” speakers and articles planted in mass 
circulation media, is probably a reaction to the 
Council’s growing isolation within the American 
people as a whole and the Jewish community in 
particular. Americans, Jews and non-Jews alike, 
have recognized Israel. The handful of devotees 
of the Council’s last ditch anti-Zionism are 
aware that history has “kicked them upstairs”. 
To this they refuse to be reconciled, hence their 
hysterical outbursts. Mr. Arthur Garfield Hays, 
speaking before the New York Chapter of the 
ACJ on October 26, 1949, let the cat out of the 
bag when he declared: “My own opinion was 
that Jews who have been in this country for 
many generations would rise by the thousands 


and tens of thousands to join this Council move- 
ment. . . But it hasn’t been so’.’ 


Despite ideological differences with the Coun- 
cil and a sharp sense of revulsion against the 
level and the implications of its campaign, 
one could almost feel a twinge of sympathy for 
its plight. Before Israel was established it 
at least had the support of certain die-hard ele- 
ments in the State Department and the oil inter- 
ests .This standby has now gone with the pro- 
verbial wind. The Council could not expect any 
sympathetic understanding from the millions of 
American Jews, but it hoped that some of the 
old-timers might be sufficiently frightened by 
the cry of “dual loyalty” to cast their lot with 
the Council for Judaism. Twenty months have 
passed since Israel came into being. There has 
been time to take stock and the results have not 
been gratifying .Even Jews who have been in 
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this country for many generations refused to 
bite the Council’s bait, as Mr. Hays sadly noted. 

By all standards of American ideas of sports- 
manship a defeated opponent deserves courtesy 
—if he does not try to recoup his losses by a 
stab in the back. And this precisely is what the 
discredited Council for Judaism is now doing. 
Blinded by defeat, its anti-Zionist campaign 
has of late taken on inexcusable forms. It is no 
longer Zionism their spokesmen fight but the 
entire Jewish people, and the fact that they al- 
ways make sure to state that they are opposed 
only to “fanatical Zionists” is no more mislead- 
ing than Joe McWilliams’ references to Eskimos 
whenever he meant Jews. From the level of 
ideological dispute they have descended to 
calumnies, rumor-mongering, and libelous slurs 
on the loyalty and intentions of their opponents. 

Even Arthur Garfield Hays could not resist 
quoting an unnamed scientist to the effect that: 
“If I were primarily interested in the earliest 
imaginable extermination of all Jews, I should 
promptly join the Zionist movement and all the 
Anti-Defamation Societies as in my opinion the 
most efficient instrument to achieve this end.” 
Others in the Council for Judaism, of lesser 
public stature than Mr. Hays, and with less repu- 
tation, consider no holds barred and broadcast 
their venom far and wide through the medium 
of mass-circulation journals whose pages are al- 
most invariably open to them. 

It would therefore not be amiss to examine in 
greater detail one such broadcast. An excellent 
example for this purpose is the article “Israel’s 
Flag Is Not Mine” by a young man named AIl- 


fred Lilienthal, which appeared in Reader’s Di- - 


gest for September, 1949. Mr. Lilienthal’s liter- 
ary gem deserves attention not because he has 
anything new or profound to add to the debate. 
But his article best typifies the kind of “criti- 
cism” which the Zionist movement may expect 
in the near future from its opponents in Council 
circles, and because of its mass circulation it is as 
good a sample for discussion as more recent 
efforts. 


EVEN 4 casuat reapiNG of Mr. Lilienthal’s 

piece leaves one with a strong impression that 
no self-respecting Christian, and naturally no re- 
sponsible Jew, could have, or would have dared, 
write such a diatribe. What Christian or Jew, 
for instance, would in 1949 descend to the level 
of referring to the Jewish people as “tan Oriental 
tribe”? That Reader’s Digest published such an 
article is not too surprising . The “objectivity” of 
this mass circulation periodical on matters per- 
taining to Zionism and Palestine is a matter of 
record. Who does not recall the Digest’s famous 
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reports from pre-war Palestine which “proved” 
that it cost twenty-five cents at pre-war prices 
to raise a tomato in the benighted land, and that 
Zionist efforts there were so much waste of 
energy? 

Mr. Lilienthal was thus apparently selected by 
Reader’s Digest to perform the role of the Shab. 
bas Goy, to do that which no one else with any 
dignity and sense of proportion would consent 
to do. And, it must be admitted that he per. 
formed his assignment; he delivered a lulu. 

About nine million people in the United States 
are said to read the Digest. Another seven million 
read it in foreign language editions. This is q 
respectable audience in which to inject the su- 
spicion that Zionism and treason are synony- 
mous. 

The following are the ingredients of Mr, 
Lilienthal’s opus: 1) Mawkish sentimentality, 2) 
Misinformation, 3) Contradictions, 4) False 
self-pity, 5) Quotations out of context, 6) Dis- 
tortion of facts and 7) Name calling. Some of 
Mr. Lilienthal’s emotional appeals are, to put it 
mildly, embarrassing. It is necessary to bear in 
mind, however, that embarrassing or not they 
were fed to millions of persons and cannot there- 
fore be left without some comment. 

1) MAWKIsH SENTIMENTALITY. Mr. Lilienthal 
begins his article with: “Dear Mother: I brought 
you my hurts and troubles when both they and 
I were little. . .” This appeal to mama keeps re- 
curring. He quotes the well-known formula that 
Palestine was set aside as the National Home of 
the Jewish people and exclaims pathetically: 
“Meaning, Mother, you and me!” And in an 
access of confidence he reveals to his mother a 
great secret: “Mother, the truth is that Israel 
was not created primarily for displaced persons.” 

Embarrassing? Of course! I believe there exists 
some sort of federal law against opening other 
people’s mail. There should also exist a law 
against reading in public letters to one’s mother. 
But Mr. Lilienthal calculated on the emotional 
effect. Visualize a meeting of some women’s club 
in, let’s say, Kalamazoo. It’s Sunday afternoon of 
a beautiful autumn day. The small amount of 
business to be transacted has been cleared. The 
chairlady of the cultural committee steps for- 
ward to render the program for the day and be- 
gins intoning the heart-rending appeal: Dear 
Mom, that gang of Zionist bullies is after me! 
They are trying to take away my citizen papers 
and want to paste a beard and peoth on me! 

2) MistINFORMATION. Having decided to “tell 
mama on the Zionists,” as the most effective way 
of attacking them, Mr. Lilienthal proceeds to 
give out with all sorts of misinformation. This 
ranges all over the map, from simple misstate- 
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ments of fact, such as his declaration that Dr. 
Samuel Margoshes, a Jewish newspaperman, is 
“an executive of the American section of the 
Jewish Agency”, to much more important ones 
calculated to have a frightening effect on the 
uninformed. Thus he states that the establish- 
ment of Israel has brought every one “of us five 
million American citizens of the ancient faith 
of Judah to a parting in the road.” The insinua- 
tion is clear. Zionism forces a choice on American 
Jews—Israel or the U.S. How can Mr. Lilienthal 
speak for “every one of us five million American 
citizens”? Has he consulted them? And if his, 
Lilienthal’s, Americanism sits so lightly upon him 
that he is now bewildered and asks: “... what am 
]? Am I still only an American who believes in 
Judaism?” that might make an interesting case 
history of schizophrenia, but why impute the 
same malady to other American Jews? Has Mr. 
Lilienthal noticed other Jews running around 
and asking in public, “What am I?” 

3) CoNTRADICTIONS. “‘Are these people acting 
as Americans?” Mr. Lilienthal thunders. He 
bases his denunciation on the fact that a small 
group of Zionists favored boycotting British 
goods during Israel’s struggle for independence, 
and he proceeds to prove beyond all doubt why 
such a boycott campaign was un-American. It 
would harm the Marshall Plan, he says, and 
Communists are also trying to sabotage the Plan, 
hence Zionists are Communists, and Communists 
are un-American. But a few paragraphs later Mr. 
Lilienthal recovers and asks sensibly: “But why 
should Americans of Jewish faith be any more 
united on questions of American foreign policy 
than are Presbyterians, Baptists or Methodists?” 

Why, indeed, Mr. Lilienthal? And if you do 
not share the views of some Zionists on certain 
aspects of American foreign policy, whence the 
insolence to question their loyalty? 

4) FatsE sELF-PITY. This aspect of Lilienthal’s 
attack should perhaps have been mentioned 
under the paragraph on sentimentality, for it 
partakes of the same embarrasing quality: “If 
we still speak out against what we feel is a dan- 
gerous trend we find ourselves reviled and ostra- 
cized as traitors. Coercion, often economic, fre- 
quently silences the free thinker.” One reads the 
foregoing sentence from Mr. Lilienthal’s article 
and one is overcome by a great wave of rach- 
monus. Such a nice young man is being persecut- 
ed by those awful Zionists because he has the 
courage to speak out against “‘a dangerous trend”. 
Then one stops for a moment in wonder. When 
was Mr. Lilienthal, or any one else in the Ameri- 
can Council for Judaism, coerced. economicallv 
or otherwise? His brief essay is chockful of all 
sorts of quotations. How come he did not cite a 
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single instance of coercion? Could it be just an- 
other trick to gain undeserved sympathy, like 
his moving stage whispers to his mother? And if 
it is a matter of being reviled and ostracized as 
traitors, isn’t that precisely what he is doing— 
denying the loyalty of all American Jews who 
don’t vote his party ticket? 


5) QUOTATIONS OUT OF CONTEXT. The late 
President Wilscn is quoted and also the late Dr. J. 
L. Magnes, president of the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. Their words are supposed to buttress 
Mr. Lilienthal’s anti-Zionist hysterics. Yet it is a 
matter of record that President Wilson was in 
favor of the “National Home for the Jews” in 
Palestine which so torments Mr. Lilienthal, and 
Dr. Magnes was a life-long Zionist. Quoting 
them in opposition to Zionism Mr. Lilienthal 
simply rips a few of their words out of the con- 
text of their fervent convictions. 

6) DisTorTION OF Facts. Zionists are using 
humanitarianism as an “outward cloak” in their 
appeal to the people, says Mr. Lilienthal, but, 
“Israel was not created primarily for displaced 
persons”. 


In the course of the past eighteen months 
Israel has taken in over three hundred thousand 
displaced Jews from Europe and Africa. This is 
a larger number than was absorbed by any other 
country in the world, including the U. S. Why 
then is the Zionist appeal on humanitarian 
grounds an “outward cloak”? Would Mr. Lil- 
ienthal kindly tell the Digest readers how many 
displaced persons the American Council for Jud- 
aism provided for during the same period? 


Or consider his reference to the Nazi Bund to 
which, by implication, he compares the Zionist 
movement. Americans were indignant, Mr. Lil- 
ienthal says among other things, because the 
Bund “set up in America youth camps dedi- 
cated to German culture”. This is inaccurate on 
the face of it. Americans were indignant be- 
cause the Bund was a totalitarian Nazi organiza- 
tion, not because it was dedicated to German 
culture. 


The American people, by and large, never os- 
tracized any culture, as witness the Goethe cele- 
brations in Aspen, Colorado, in 1949, at a time 
when there is still no peace treaty between the 
U. S. and Germany. 


7) Name CALLine. It is only necessary to 
point out a few of the gems in Mr. Lilienthal’s 
article such as the following: “Oriental tribe”, 
“narrow tribal kinship”, “those foreign Jews”, 
“cheap racial nationalism”, etc. 


Such then is the taste of anti-Zionist propa- 
ganda today. The ingredients keep re-appearing. 
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Journey to Yemen—1910 


by S. Yavnieli 


I EMBARKED AT JAFFA in the autumn of 

1910. My assignment consisted in bringing 
tidings of the revival of the Land of Israel to 
the Jews of the remote dispersion in Yemen. My 
sponsors as well as I felt that on a mission of 
this kind I must conform so far as possible to 
the external conditions of the land to which I 
was going. While still preparing for the trip I 
weighed the matter of appropriate garb, but I 
solved this problem only gradually after I reach- 
ed Aden and then Yemen. 

I spent two weeks in Aden. Through a dimly 
illuminated tunnel which pierced the mountain 
surrounding the city of Aden I entered the land 
of my destination. Four months I travelled in 
Yemen. My means of transportation was a 
donkey. During these months I visited about 
forty cities and villages. Wherever I came, Jews 
would gather to hear me speak, I told them 
about the Land of Israel, the new villages that 
were being built, the stirrings of liberation 
among the Jewish people. They reacted joyfully 
and at times even ecstatically: “What of the 
Wailing Wall? What about Rachel’s Tomb? 
And the tomb of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai?”, 
they would ask. I told them: “Why ask about 
tombs and dead stones? Ask about Zion coming 
to life and its children returning from the dis- 
persion.” 

For two thousand years the Yemenite Jews 
have been living in “the land of bitter exile” as 
they call Yemen. Scores of generations passed 
without hope or tidings of an early return. They 
are subject to cruel kings and princes; they 
wander from one district of the country to an- 
other. Periodic famines wipe out entire com- 
munities. Families are destroyed and houses of 
worship stand deserted. Local notables fight and 


In view of the recent mass transport of 29,000 Yemenite 
Jews to Israel by the Joint Distribution Committee in Op- 
eration Magic Carpet, this account of Yavnieli’s historic 
mission to Yemen in 1910 is particularly timely. Yavnieli, 
a young halutz who had come from Russia with the 
second Aliya, undertook his journey at a time when Yemen 
was a true terra incognita. His report has been translated 
from the Hebrew. 

lt should be noted that conditions in Yemen have be- 
come even worse since 1910. There is a strict edict against 
emigration, particularly to Israel. Jews who escape suffer 
the confiscation of all their possessions and are subject to 
the death penalty if caught. Nevertheless, the situation of 
this isolated Jewish community is so precarious, that Ye- 
menite Jews keep fleeing into Aden from where the Jewish 
Distribution Committee’s rescue operation proceeds. 


Jews perish in quarrels that are not theirs. Nor 
have they been spared forced mass conversions 
at various times. 

In this unbroken darkness there appeared 
from to time misleading lights in the form of 
false Messiahs. Hope would be aroused for a mo- 
ment, but when the people awakened from their 
dream there was nothing left. Sometimes these 
messianic movements ended in tragedy. 

The Jews of Yemen had still another consola- 
tion. Sometimes scholars from the Holy Land 
would visit them. Who these visitors were and 
when they came is not known. All we know is 
that they came at intervals. Historically, we 
know that the Jews of Yemen were in contact 
with Maimonides. But there must have been 
other contacts as well. In towns and villages one 
encounters books published more than three 
hundred years ago. The Jews of Yemen do not 
remember who brought these books or when. 
But the fact remains that someone brought 
them. More recently a number of Jews from 
abroad visited Yemen at intervals of several 
years. All of these came to “collect” for the 
benefit of some institution. Nevertheless they 
were all welcomed. Did they not come from the 
Land of Israel? Now I was another messenger 
from Zion. 

They asked me what they customarily asked 
other messengers from Zion: “Do you know tid- 
ings? Is the time drawing nigh? Are there any 
signs?” 

I invariably answered: “I am neither a pro- 
phet nor the son of a prophet. I am not the Mes- 
siah nor the messenger of the Messiah. Never- 
theless I do have tidings. I have come to tell you 
of redemption that is at hand, and the liberation 
of our people who are coming to the Land of 
Israel to revive it with their labor and devotion. 
I have come to tell you that soon our land will 
be free. Every part of the Land of Israel that 
is worked by Jewish hands is liberated. The land 
has begun to return fruit to its children who 
work it, and this is a sign that our redemption 
is near. There has been an awakening in the far- 
away lands of the dispersion. Now it is your 
turn to awaken: “I will say to the North— 
give; and to Yemen—do not withold!” 


[S IT PossIBLE to create a nation in one day? The 

Jews of Yemen are not unlike other Jews 
in the Diaspora. They are artisans and engage in 
small-scale trading. But the call of the Land of 
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Israel also includes a call to new values—respect 
for work, disdain for money and for the life of 
a peddler subsisting on crumbs from the tables 
of the Gentiles, love of the soil. I called upon 
them to come and eat from the table of the 
Lord—the fields. I urged them not to depend on 
the favors of man but to work the land and 
have faith that the Lord would send his bless- 
ing, to purify themselves by means of life and 
work in the Land of Israel and to shun occupa- 
tions which are deceitful and sinful. 

My words reached their ears through the veil 
of their imagination. This was not what their 
downtrodden spirits had hoped for. No Mes- 
siah, no miracles, no voice of the trumpet—then 
what was there to it? 

I appealed to their sense of duty. Enough 
standing by idly without taking part in the re- 
building of the Land of Israel. For centuries you 
remained in Yemen and always received benefits 
from other Jews. You received the Talmud from 
afar, the works of Maimonides, and the Kab- 
bala. You can only take but you cannot create. 
Where are your great men? What bricks have 
you contributed to the national structure? Now 
you must contribute your strength. You must 
send your choicest sons. If you will choose to 
wait here till your brothers prepare the good 
life in Israel, woe will be your lot, for you will 
in the meantime perish of hunger or by the 
sword. Only those who share the sorrow of the 
community will merit a share in its joys. Come 
and do your part. Come and work. 

There was a response. Who knows, said some. 
Perhaps the foretold end is now truly in sight. 
In that case it is necessary to rise up and go. In 
any case, as long as one can find sustenance in 
Israel, one must remember that “he who lives in 
the Land of Israel, all his sins are forgiven”. 

Such was the mood of some. Others said: “The 
time of the true redemption has not yet come. 
There have been no signs. We will not go. You 
are only trying to force the end.” 

There were still other arguments such as: “We 
don’t have money for the trip. If a ship will 
come to take us, we will go.” 

As a general rule there was no interest in the 
forms of life in Eretz Israel or in whether one 


‘could earn a livelihood. To come there and kiss 


its dust—that was enough. To see the Land, 
even if only once! 

This tremendous longing for the Land of 
Israel might be interpreted as a great potential 
creative force. It could also be viewed as a 
desire to find easy atonement for all their sins. 
“He who walks four ells in the Land of Israel, 
his sins are forgiven.” Such a great reward for 
departure from Yemen! ‘tHe who lives in the 


17 


Land of Israel has a God, but he who lives out- 
side it is like one who has no God.” They were 
willing to pay a high price for such rewards. 

It required great effort to get them out of 
their imaginary world into the world of reality, 
and to make them understand that what hap- 
pened to them after their death was not nearly 
as important as what happened to them during 
their lifetime. It was necessary to explain to 
them that they were called upon to live and to 
do physical labor. It was particularly difficult to 
impress upon them the importance of agricul- 
tural work. Suddenly they would quote some 
saying from the ancient writings such as: “If 
one is found deserving, others will do his work”, 
or “There is no easier and cleaner trade than 
tailoring”, or “Strangers shall herd your sheep 
and people of other lands shall work your land 
and tend your vineyards”. Yet here I was call- 
ing upon them to come and be agricultural 
workers for others. 

OPES wHIcH Hab illumined the darkness of 

Jewish life in the dispersion suddenly had to 
be recast. Fundamental outlooks had to be re- 
vised. The Land of Israel itself had to be brought 
down to earth from the realms of imagination. 
Eretz Israel had become an abstract concept. 
What had once been a nation with fields and 
vineyards had vanished. Instead, there remained 
the four holy cities (Jerusalem, Hebron, Safed 
and Tiberias) and between these were sacred and. 
beloved tombs. It was now necessary to “‘con- 
cretize” the country for them, to tell them that 
there was a real land worked by real people. It 
was more than one man could do to span the 
distance of centuries which separated their 
mental image from reality. 

I could give them very little, but the little I 
gave was the truth. I did not exaggerate nor did 
I make false promises. In a letter which I cir- 
culated in the villages and which I read on every 
public occasion I told them about life in Eretz 
Israel and what one could expect from it. At 
times they would ask me a very prosaic question: 
“How much does one spend and how much can 
one save?” 

I generally answered this question by telling 
them it was enough for a man to earn what he 
needed by his labor without saving anything, 
especially during the first years after his arrival, 
but that subsequent generations would no doubt 
build houses and acquire vineyards by the sums 
they saved. 

Nor did I delude them regarding another mat- 
ter that troubled them. They would ask: “Is it 
true that as soon as we get there we will be taken 
into the army?”, or “Is it true that you are an 
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agent of the Sultan in Constantinople and were 
sent here to take us for military service?” 

I naturally denied such allegations, but at the 
same time I informed them of the real state of 
affairs. “Military service is compulsory, but only 
for young men of twenty-one and only for 
three years. This law applies to everyone and 
you will not be exempt.” 

“And what about the desecration of the Sab- 
bath while in the army? And the non-kosher 
foods?” 

“It is better to serve three years in the army 
and then live all one’s life in Eretz Israel then 
to remain in Yemen.” 

I tried to make them see their own pitiful 
state in Yemen, far from their ancestral land, 
subject to an alien people, so poor that they 
could barely afford a piece of corn bread twice 
a day and a garment to cover but half a man’s 
body, living in houses without floors, and with 
small holes in the walls for windows. 

Yet these people were addicted to jewelry. I 
would address the slight, pitiful Yemenite Jew- 
ish women and tell them: “Throw away these 
trinkets; sell them and give the money to your 
husbands so that you can go to Eretz Israel!” 
Or: “Wouldn’t it be better if you were to buy 
clothes for yourself and your children, or 
blankets and pillows instead of these pieces of 
silver?” They eyed me in wonder, these people 
who drank liquor made of dates to forget their 
sorrows, studied mystical works without under- 
standing them, yet were satisfied with their Jot. 

All these things I pointed out to them and 
called their attention to the abandoned villages 
and the overflowing cemeteries where the vic- 
tims of the last famine were buried. I also called 
their attention to their lack of increase in 
Yemen. “You have been in Yemen fcr many 
generations,” I said, “yet you have not increased. 
Our forefathers went down to Egypt number- 
ing seventy souls, yet after two hundred and 
ten years they departed from Egypt numbering 
six hundred thousand. You have been here so 
many years and you are not even forty thou- 


sand. Isn’t it a curse of God that is upon you in 
this land?” 


This argument impressed them, and the men 
nodded assent. 


IN THE sprinc I reached Sanaa. On the way 

to this city I learned that in addition to other 
spiritual and material obstacles there was one 
great hindrance—the Yemenite Jews lacked 
money for transportation. 

While I was still in Aden I realized that it 
was necessary to obtain reduced ship rates and to 
establish an information center. I forwarded my 
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suggestions to Dr. Ruppin. Two months | 
waited for his answer. We had agreed that if , 
reduction in the fares were obtained I would 
return to Aden and organize the first transport, 
then return to Yemen to visit districts I had 
not visited before. In case of failure I would not 
return to Aden but proceed northeast from 
Sanaa. 

I finally received word that the Austrian 
Lloyd had reduced its rates for us, and I also 
received authorization to use a certain sum to 
help defray transportation costs. Four people 
could now go at a cost that formerly would pay 
the passage of two only. 

I returned to Aden. The first part of my mis- 
sion had been accomplished. 

I remained in Aden five months, I sent a mes- 
senger into the interior to announce the new 
transportation rates: anyone could go to Eretz 
Israel for 38 Francs. Most of the Jews in the 
district where my messenger went were weavers, 
silversmiths and potters, sturdy villagers, and 
I hoped that they would easily acclimate them- 
selves to the villages in Eretz Israel and become 
accustomed to the work. This district was also 
the nearest to Aden and I expected the first 
arrivals within a week or two. 

My messenger, Mari Yahia Salam, was away 
for six weeks and when he came back he 
brought letters and news. One group from Salaa 
was preparing to leave the following month, an- 
other transport the next month. Additional 
groups from various villages were to come in 
the course of the winter. The migration was ar- 
ranged to proceed gradually so that each group 
could be met and properly looked after upon 
its arrival. 

While waiting for the arrival of the first 
group I extended the area of my activity. By 
letter and by word of mouth of travellers I 
spread my message to remote districts of Yemen. 
Visitors from Yemen to Aden would come to 
see me and I told them about Ere¢z Israel and 
gave them letters to take back to their com- 
munities. 

The response was neither sudden nor unani- 
mous. The two chief complaints, as they were 
reflected in letters sent to me were: “We have 
no money” and “It is not the right time yet”. 

But in the month of Elul a group of fifty ar- 
rived and we sent them to the villages in Pales- 
tine. The movement was gaining ground. From 
various sources it became evident that the re- 
sources of the imagination had been tapped and 
that the movement was acquiring the semblance 
of a Messianic awakening. Slaves began to think 
of themselves as princes. Each one saw himself 
as directly participating in the process of re- 
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demption. The lavish promises of the prophets 
became reality to them. In Salaa Jews began to 
gll their belongings at half-price. This was exo- 
dus with a vengeance. The King of Yemen, who 
was loath to lose his annual taxes from the Jews, 
warned them that he would not permit them to 
leave the city. They replied that they were free 
and subject to no one. The King then prepared 
a feast for them and slaughtered sheep and cat- 
tle for the occasion to persuade them to stay. 
They rejected his offer. Aroused to anger, the 
king ordered the Arabs not to buy Jewish houses 
under any circumstances. This was a heavy 
blow. The poorer Jews had counted on selling 
their houses to obtain the price of passage to 
Eretz Israel. Now they were deprived of this 
chance. But this was the last blow. They were 
determined to go anyhow. 

SUDDENLY EveERYTHING seemed to collapse. 

I had passed through Salaa in the winter of 
1911. The first to leave from this city were two 
old men with their families which included 
small children. I warned them not to go, but 
they reasoned otherwise. Since they were the 
wealthiest and most respected citizens in their 
community in Yemen, in Eretz Israel they 
would enjoy even more wealth and honor. 

They came back. When they came to Pales- 
tine they discovered that they could not earn a 
livelihood. They were too old to work, their 
children were still small and their wives were 
not strong enough. Having wasted much money 
on the trip they returned embittered and de- 
clared that: “If in Yemen we are in exile among 
Gentiles, in Eretz Israel we are in exile among 
Jews. It’s very bad.” 

They were a living protest against Eretz 
Israel. When their fellow citizens saw them they 
wept and cursed me and my work. No one else 
ventured to go. Those who had jeered at the 
enterprise from the start rejoiced. The king re- 
doubled his oppression of the Jewish community 
which had dared disobey him for an instant. 

My disappointment was not less than theirs. 
Would this be the result of my year’s work? I 
suffered in consequence of the exaggerations of 
the old men. For whereas formerly the popular 
imagination and dreams had combined to help 
the movement, these now worked to undermine 
me and my work: ‘“‘This man is merely an agent 
of the Sultan sent here to take the Jews into the 
army and lead them into war,” said some. Others 
declared that, ‘This man came here to enslave 
us to work his fields and vineyards in Eretz 
Israel. He escorts the people to the ship and there 
he brands each one with a special sign to show 
that they are his slaves.” 
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Within the interior of Yemen imagination 
still worked in favor of the movement, espec- 
ially in places which I had not reached. But 
without any direction and correct guidance it 
reached fantastic proportions. Preparations for 
an exodus began simultaneously in many places. 

Worst of all was the situation in Aden and its 
environs. Occasionally people came from the in- 
terior to see me, but no sooner did they arrive 
in Aden then they were affected by the atmos- 
phere of distrust toward me and toward the 
entire project, and it was very difficult to make 
them see the situation as it really was. 

At this time I extended the scope of my 
propaganda. At first I had avoided sending let- 
ters into the interior so that the project should 
not extend beyond the limits I had set for it. 
After my defeat in Salaa I began sending letters 
to the most distant communities and I even ad- 
dressed an open letter to the Jewish community 
in Yemen to be circulated widely—a step I had 
formerly rejected. 

Some months passed and I learned that a large 
group was coming from Damar. This was my 
anchor of salvation. I realized that if one large 
group reached Eretz Israel it would pave the 
way for others. 

I waited. Each morning I hoped that the day 
would bring them to Aden. Two months passed 
and they did not arrive. I decided to go inland 
a second time and to visit the eastern and north- 
ern districts of Yemen. 


But this plan materialized only in part. My 
journey lasted two and a half months in the 
course of which I visited only two districts. This 
time I travelled by camel. Because of the sparse- 
ness of the population, both Jewish and Arab, 
in this region, various rumors about me spread 
among the Arabs. I was suspected of being a 
Christian spy posing as a Jew. I was constantly 
watched, and though I travelled by caravan and 
in the company of other Jews I was finally 
“caught”, my money and most of my belong- 
ings were stolen and I was taken to an Arab 
village and detained there until matters were 
clarified. I was finally released after efforts on 
the part of Jews and with the help of letters of 
recommendation to Arab notables. But it was 
impossible to proceed and I returned to Aden. 


While I was still on the way I heard rumors 
that Aden was full of Jews, that large numbers 
had come to Aden. Most of these had already left 
for Eretz Israel. When I reached Aden I dis- 
covered that about six hundred Yemenite Jews 
had come to Aden. Most of these had already left 
for Eretz Israel. Other groups were on the way. 


The country was in ferment. 
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Gawthe's View of Society 


by Albert Solomon 
(In Memoriam Walter Benjamin) * 


ONCERNING THE DEAD, GOETHE 

. wished to remember only that which was 
the source of continuous renewal in their lives 
and work. “To want to sit in judgment over the 
departed does not accord with propriety. We 
must all endure life—who, but God, would 
want to call us to account! Not their failures 
and sufferings, but their contributions and per- 
formances should be the concern of the sur- 
vivors”. Goethe said repeatedly that all men, 
even the most superior of them are moulded by 
their social environment and the zeitgeist. His- 
tory killed Socrates. Our mistakes should be 
credited to our times; our virtues are all our 
own. Goethe recognized the time-bound condi- 
tions to which all men, not excluding himself, 
were subject. 

On one occasion Goethe protested passionately 
against what he regarded as the falsely romantic 
cult of remembering. What matters is the per- 
petual present of the living spirit; it is the dis- 
tinguishing mark of the true spirit always to 
stimulate man anew to independent effort and 
direct him towards the highest truth. Goethe, 
who was the first to construct the concept of 
WeltLiteratur (world literature), would have 
viewed with amazement the form this idea took 
in 1949. It is true that Goethe was celebrated 
in every part of the world, but every nation 
has fashioned a Goethe in the image of its own 
prevailing ideology. Goethe might well have 
quoted himself: “He who brings many gifts, 
must of necessity bring something fcr every- 
one!” 

But this could hardly have been Goethe’s 
original conception of Welfliteratur. Goethe ex- 
pected that the rising culture of the individual 
would increase his ability to appreciate the 
worthwhile wherever it be and to make possible 
a cosmopolitan intellectual elite. He had looked 
forward to the increase of the power of uni- 
versal sympathetic understanding. What we 
have today is the increasing exploitation of 
poetic and philosophical works for the propo- 
gandistic ends of a technological mass-civiliza- 
tion. 

If it is true that geist is a vital process, ever 
engendering new life, then we must commem- 


Norte. Walter Benjamin was a German Jewish philosopher who is 
counted among the most serious students of Goethe.He died a victim 
of Nazi persecution. 


orate Goethe in our own way. The nineteenth 
century celebrated the poet who had given the 
German language a delicacy and magic which it 
did not possess before or after. The centenary 
of 1932 celebrated the majestic sovereignty of 
Goethe’s life as a symbol of human independence 
and spiritual freedom in a world where the pos- 
sibilities of the Goethean way of life were dis- 
appearing. In the year 1949 we commemorated 
Goethe’s wise way of life as a mode of universal 
human nature. Like Shakespere, Dante and 
Leonardo da Vinci, Goethe used the term natur 
in the sense of the highest universal creative 
potentiality of the individual. Goethean natur 
is for us today a stable light in the darkness of 
a revolutionary world—the embodiment of the 
possible infinity of human finiteness. Perhaps 
more than other generations we are able to ap- 
preciate particularly that Goethe who harnessed 
all his powers in the service of scientific philoso- 
phical, critical—aesthetic, moral—social studies, 
He had the right to speak of his life as the life 
of a scholar who cannot recall having rested or 
made himself comfortable for any long period of 
time. This enormous dedication was not just the 
spontaneous expression of a unique creative urge. 
The significance of his analyses and syntheses, 
in all their depth and breath, is best understood 
when seen in the framework of a specific his- 
torical situation. Against the threatening Zeit- 
geist he summoned in all his writings and pro- 
nouncements the idea of active freedom and free 
activity, which he believed to be ultimately 
within the reach of every man. Against the 
destructive impact of the political and social 
revolutions of his time, which he accepted as 
emanations of an inevitable historical destiny, he 
set up the idea of das tatige leben, the active 
concentration of the individual on his tasks. 

Thus Goethe has become to many who were 
to face the same, ever more ominous destiny 
the image of potential humanity amidst the in- 
exorable expansion of mass - civilization. 
Through mastery of one’s life, through resigna- 
tion and subordination to the acknowledged 
laws of life, the individual may give some form 
to the potentialities of the spirit and set it 
against the daemonic powers of destiny. 


[N THE First HALF of his life the relation be- 
tween the individual and society interested 
Goethe chiefly because society was the scene of 
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the conflict between the creative man and the 
concerns of every day life; in his riper years he 
was deeply concerned with the larger philoso- 
phical problems of the maintenance and the re- 
newal of a humane and creative social order 
against the odds of a threatening historical des- 
tiny. As a Dichter, i.e. a creative writer, Goethe 
moved on the fringes of institutional society; 
as a contemporary the rising social revolution 
was to him an object of constant reflection on 
man in society; as a scholar these problems oc- 
cupied him immensely because he could inte- 
grate them neither with his researches in the 
exact sciences nor with his theoretical reflections 
on art. Thus he discovered the sphere of society, 
which is indeed related to the sphere of political 
organization, and yet presents itself to the 
scholar as an autonomous problem. 

There is no doubt that there are considerable 
traces of Spinoza’s ruthless analysis of human 
motives and social acts in Goethe’s view of the 
social realm. Goethe himself was the author of 
an ambiguous statement about Spinoza: “All 
that is Spinozistic in imaginative literature be- 
comes Machiavellism in intellectual terms.” On 
another occason he expressed the same thought 
with greater directness: ‘The empirical-moral 
world is mainly composed of ill-will and envy.” 
Spinoza might have been the author of such a 
statement. 

It should be emphasized, however, that these 
fragmentary observations and reflections of the 
moralist, which were included in his Spriiche in 
Prosa and Maximen und Reflexionen present 
only one side of Goethe’s social thinking. The 
main line of his speculations on society follows 
the pattern of his studies in the natural sciences 
and the theory of art. In his Metamorphose der 
Tiere Goethe established a number of polarities, 
which he regarded to be universally valid— 
power and limitations, arbitrariness and law, 
freedom and measure, form and dynamics, su- 
periority and inferiority. 

Goethe had begun to occupy himself with the 
study of society precisely at the time when he 
himself retired from active social life. His theo- 
retical reflections and poetic images were often 
therapeutic devices to rid himself of his depress- 
ing moods. He reported about one such experi- 
ment in his Geschichte meines Botanishen Stud- 
ium (Story of my botanic studies): “After my 
return from Italy I felt completely isolated 
from my old friends, they drove me to despair, 
they were bitter about my enthusiasm for things 
unknown to them; I missed sympathy, none 
understood me .. . I attempted to overcome this 
embarrassing situation by constructive work. 
For two years I was busy continuously observ- 
ing, collecting, reflecting and developing all my 
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talents.” During those two years he learned to 
understand the character and ideals of Greek 
art, he observed and analyzed the “laws” which 
govern nature, creating those living structures 
which are the models of social artifacts. He 
studied the manners, customs and conventions 
of various peoples. “I wanted to understand 
how a third synthetic whole arises from the 
meeting of necessity and arbitrariness, impulse 
and will, movement and resistance; this third 
structural whole is neither nature nor art, but 
both are alike necessary and accidental, pur- 
posive and blind. I understand human society.” 

This description of the nature of society re- 
quires a closer analysis. It is very significant for 
Goethe’s later reflections on social and historical 
phenomena, that he regards society as something 
which is not co-terminous with nature. This is a 
rather surprising deviation from his pan-nat- 
uralistic philosophy. The social and _ political 
spheres of human action are not completely sub- 
ject to the “laws of nature”; they create their 
autonomous laws, which are a reflection of the 
variety and the limitation of human intentions 
and collective needs. However, society is not 
altogether, as Hobbes maintained, a purely 
“artificial” structure. This dual character of 
society never ceased to fascinate Goethe. In 
Leipzig he was terrified to discover that the life 
of society takes place beneath the surface of the 
social establishment—in the dark labyrinth of 
the passions aside of or beyond the social insti- 
tutions. He quotes Hippocrates: “Everything is 
identical and unidentical, useful and harmful, 
articulate and mute, reasonable and unreason- 
able. . . ” It is therefore not surprising that 
Goethe describes the structure of society almost 
in the same pairs of contrasting terms as those 
which he used in describing what he called the 
daemonic. Just as the daemonic is the realm be- 
tween God and nature, society is the realm be- 
tween nature and art. Society unites necessity 
and accident, purpose and drift just as the in- 
evitable and the accidental, the beneficial and 
the destructive coexist in the daemonic. Both 
society and the daemonic are ambiguous in their 
structure, both are indispensable elements of 
the dynamic constitution of human life. He 
speaks of both in the imagery of the woof and 
warp, which he borrowed from the weaver’s 
vocabulary. Just as the moral order and the 
moral duties can function only within the dy- 
namic unfolding of the social structure, so all 
ideal entities are always impregnated with the 
daemonic element. 


[T 1s consIsTENT with the logic of this concep- 
tion that Goethe should find the microcosm of 
human society in the Roman carnival. The 
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carnival is not a celebration organized or de- 
creed by social authority. It arises spontaneously 
from the depths of society and is dominated by 
the all-uniting and all-levelling magic of sexual 
pleasure. Goethe had still another reason for 
presenting human society in terms of a carnival. 
In the annals of 1789 he tells of his intention to 
present the Roman Carnival as the social phe- 
nomenon in its purest essence. He wished to 
study social relations in a context unadulterated 
by the subjective interest and purposes of its in- 
dividual members. 

His field of study was the illusion of society, 
society as a play in which the basic patterns of 
social relations present themselves as pure forms. 
Goethe was able to create this phenomenology 
of society because he was himself the pure spec- 
tator, the stranger whose vantage-point was on 
the borderline of society. He describes the local- 
ity, the heightened tempo, the complete license 
prevailing in the last days of the carnival; the 
masks, which reproduce the variety of classes, 
vocations and the marginal types — beggars, 
jesters, policemen. This is followed by descrip- 
tions of the masks representing the socially dis- 
rupting cult of sex. What marks “pure society” 
above all else is its complete absorption and dis- 
solution of the individual. The individual person 
has lost his identity and is merely enacting a 
role. Goethe was moved to horror by the 
daemon masks of nature let loose—Pulcinelli 
who shamelessly represents the joys of love, 
Baubo who exposes the mysteries of birth to the 
mockery of the onlookers. Birth, love and along 
with them, death, arising from the maelstrom 
of growing madness, march in the glow of 
tapers blazing in the night. He describes the 
milling crowds in the seemingly endless streets, 
who are not walking but only pushing one an- 
other. Man believes that he is pushing others but 
is really being pushed, that he is acting of his 
own free will but is really only driven, that he 
is moving forward but is only spinning in a 
circle. Society gives man the illusion that he is 
performing autonomous acts whereas in truth 
only the powers which rule his destiny are real. 
The play of the carnival is an illusion (schein) 
of life, but the illusion of life is the only truth 
of life known to man. For it is the very nature 
of society to devour the individual and to grant 
him the illusion of selfhood, although in reality 
he is only performing an assigned role. All that 
is present in the carnival in the form of a game 
is present in society—pressure and striving, 
escape and duty, compromise and decision, dom- 
ination and obedience. 

Goethe’s description of the carnival as the 
microcosm of society recalls George Simmel’s 
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Theory of Sociability. However, the modern 
German sociologist did not go beyond the dis- 
covery and description of the irreducible forms 
of the social life, whereas Goethe attempted to 
give an evaluation of these phenomena. Goethe 
came to the conclusion that if this is indeed the 
nature of society, then three conclusions are in- 
evitable. The highest pleasures are like a passing 
dream leaving no traces in the soul. The carnival 
or unchained society is the ultimate proof that 
total freedom and equality are possible only in 
the state of mad ecstasy. Furthermore, the car- 
nival teaches us that man experiences the great- 
est pleasure only when passion, danger and dar- 
ing are present and stimulate each other to the 
highest degree. Goethe’s final conclusion is that 
the carnival or human society is the true mirror 
of life as such—life which is in its very nature 
precarious, unbearable and unfathomable. 

Goethe wrote this description of the carnival 
at the time when he was engaged in his botanical 
and aesthetic studies, i.e. when he was making 
his first attempts in the direction of scientific 
objectivity. Goethe’s view of society, as reflected 
in the description of the Roman carnival, is a 
product of this stage of early maturity in his 
life. It was then that he made the discovery that 
society is Schein, pressure and release, determin- 
ing and determined, the ambiguous within the 
whole. Biographically, this phenomenological 
description of society must be understood in 
the context of his estrangement from his old 
friends in Weimar and his growing awareness 
of revolution as total breakdown of society. 

The problem of illusion as the integrating ele- 
ment in society was never to leave Goethe until 
the end of his life. He never ceased to be con- 
cerned with the problem of the means necessary 
to meet constructively the challenge of the revo- 
lution, i.e., the problem of the possibility of 
freedom in modern society. 


IN nis Unterhaltungen Deutscher Ausgewand- 

erter (conversations of German emigrants) 
Goethe took up again the problem of society as 
Schein, particularly in the story included under 
the name of Madrchen (Legend). Goethe's 
“emigrants” are not fleeing the plague, but the 
French revolution. The Mérchen is not an alle- 
gory, but a symbolic tale lending itself to more 
than one interpretation. It is a utopia of a 
society in which perfect government and per- 
fect beauty have become a reality and every 
man performs his services gladly. Although the 
story-teller seems to say that the “legend” has 
no connection with the misfortunes of the 
German emigrants, the story itself leaves no 
doubt that there is a connection between the 
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plight of the victim of the great French up- 
heaval and this utopia of the pure life in society. 

The Marchen tells a story about the proces- 
sion of the pilgrims of light away and back into 
the world. Its deeper theme is the unfolding of 
life from darkness and confusion into light, re- 
pentance and purification. The pilgrims of light 
are journeying towards the hidden temple where 
are domiciled the statues of the four kings who 
are to reveal to them the innermost meaning of 
human society. The Metal King, seated in a 
squatting position, is the symbol of inertia. The 
Iron King with his sheathed sword represents 
force, but may be transformed into the wise 
charismatic ruler, if guided by the pilgrims of 
light. The Golden King represents that wisdom 
of resignation, which is an indispensable element 
of social authority. He presents the aspiring 
prince with a wreath of oak-leaves and blesses 
him with the words “know thee the highest.” 
The Silver King, wrapped in the pale and am- 
biguous light of this metal, is the embodiment of 
organized society, and is adorned by the insignia 
of government. His counsel to the young prince 
is “Take care of your flock!” 

The procession leads towards the hidden 
temple of the four kings. It is headed by the Ser- 
pent aglow with the gold which it is incessantly 
devouring; the serpent represents the illusion of 
prudence, which does not hesitate to sacrifice 
itself for the sake of the commonweal. It is 
followed by the will o’ the wisp of dynamic, and 
wastfully profuse, intelligence. Solemnly the 
procession is joined by an old couple, casting 
around them the calm light of hope and kind- 
ness. They in turn are followed by Lily, repre- 
senting the illusion of perfect beauty. Finally 
the procession is joined by the man with the 
lamp shedding a pure and lofty light in the 
darkness. These pilgrims represent all the possi- 
bilities of Schein—truth, illusion, deception and 
ambiguity. The wise man with the lamp thus 
summarizes the goal of their journey: “These 
three rule upon earth: wisdom, illusion and 
force. Loves does not rule, it cultivates (bildet). 
And that is more.” The pilgrims of light are 
those who have set themselves the task to guide 
the King of force back into the world. Theirs 
is the enduring fellowship of action whose aim 
is the patient transformation of force into love. 

Love is the power which constantly rebuilds 
human relations. In this context it is significant 
that Goethe attributes a central importance to 
the role of Schein in the constitution of society. 
It is obvious that force is a constitutive element 
of social organization. It cannot be doubted, 
despite all superficial evidence to the contrary, 
that wisdom (which was to Goethe identical 
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with the divine) has contributed to the making 
of history. But why should illusions be. a de- 
cisive element in human society? 


To find the genesis of Goethe’s conception of 
Schein, as a basic sociological category, we must 
go back to his earliest philosophical essay—his - 
“Fragment uber die Natur”? (1781-82). In this 
significant statement of his philosophical faith 
Goethe declares that all life, including human 
life, is nothing but an expression of the uni- 
versal creativeness of nature, holding within it- 
self guilt and gain, happiness and misfortune, 
soul and spirit. In a passage written in 1828, 
the old Goethe confirmed that his youthful 
essay remained an adequate expression of his 
basic philosophical and religious views. This 
essay contains the following significant state- 
ment: “Nature takes pleasure in illusion. Him 
who destroys it in himself and in others she 
punishes like a harsh tyrant. Him who obeys her 
trustingly she presses to her heart as she would a 
child.” Even in his youth Goethe had affirmed 
the constructive and beneficial power of illusion. 
The full implication of the above passage be- 
comes evident when we remember Faust’s curse 
in which he damns all those deceiving illusions 
which brighten our troublesome everyday lives 
and help us endure our sorrows. Faust lays bare 
the self-deceptive mechanism of the human soul. 
He curses the delusion of faith in the spirit, the 
lustre of beauty, the vanity of fame and pres- 
tige, the deception of social functions and social 
consensus, the corrupting gleam of gold, the 
radiance of love and the ecstacy of the soul. The 
things which Faust damns in a fury of self- 
destruction are exactly those which Goethe re- 
garded as the elements which assure the stability 
and continuity of civilization. 


HERE akE SEVERAL levels of creative illusion. 

It is illusion which wraps the Silver King in the 
representative cloak of authority. The individual 
is absorbed by the illusion of the social con- 
sensus. Men are deceived by: the blinding lustre 
of beauty and the gleam of gold. It is these 
illusions alone which, in spite of every failure 
and disappointment. drive men towards new ad- 
ventures and give them the power to resist the 
blows of fate. Illusion is the sum of all those acts 
which maintain the balance of our social rela- 
tions, in their interdependence and _ polarity. 
Representation is a creative illusion which makes 
possible the continuity of the social structure. 
Illusion is the unity in which sovereignty and 
authority, power and obedience meet. Illusion is 
the basis of the consensus between the ruler and 
the ruled. Thus is established the creative illusion 
of representation, within whose framework men 
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play their social roles in accordance with the 
rules of morality inherent in them. But in con- 
trast to creative illusion there is corrupt illusion. 
Illusion can become lifeless and thin and be ex- 
tinguished altogether when a man severs his 
social role from its inherent moral purpose and 
abuses it as a means towards a social privilege 
and profit. The court in the second part of 
“Faust” takes place in such a corrupt world in 
which pleasure takes the place of responsible 
authority and exploitation the place of the care 
for the welfare of others. In Goethe’s revolu- 
tionary tragedy, Die Natiirliche Tochter (The 
Natural Daughter), the world of corrupt power 
becomes the symbol of the disintegration which 
paved the way for the revolution. Goethe pre- 
dicted the French revolution in 1785, after the 
famous diamond necklace scandal in which 
Marie Antoinette was involved — an affair 
which threw him into such deep despondency, 
that his intimates suspected he was mentally ill. 
He saw the eclipse of the mightiest and most 
secure monarchy because the authority and dig- 
nity of the queen was misused to serve the in- 
terests of crude swindlers. He did not absolve 
the queen of responsibility for that scandal, for 
she too helped to destroy the strict etiquette of 
the court and consequently the authority of the 
nobility. The diamond necklace scandal proved 
to him that the illusion of royal authority was 
dead and gone forever. 


Creative illusion is always in danger of extinc- 
tion. Faust’s ultimate credo, that only he de- 
serves to live and enjoy freedom who recon- 
quers it anew every day, refers to the Schein 
which constitutes the integrating power in all 
social relations and institutions. Only as long 
as creative illusions retain their productivity do 
they remain true, genuine and life-giving. Crea- 
tive illusions, even if they draw on superstition, 
are for Goethe the products of healthy construc- 
tive personalities and their potent weapon 
against the paralyzing and daemonic powers. 


The illusion of representation is in the long 
run indispensable to the continuity and efficacy 
of the social order. This is illusion in its most 
direct and socially constructive form. Beauty, 
on the other hand, stands somewhere between 
the active and contemplative life, turned upon 
herself and self-sufficient. Goethe once said to 
Winckelmann that the highest product of em- 
erging nature was Der schéne Mensch. The fas- 
cination of feminine beauty remained for 
Goethe all his life an unsolved riddle, a baffling 
illusion. Helena and Pandora are the supreme 
symbols of Goethe’s life-long struggle with the 
ambiguous illusion of beauty. The image of 
feminine beauty is ambiguous because it is the 
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symbol of perfect natur, beyond good and evil, 
and consequently beyond the reach of the spirit, 
Beauty does not heed moral decision and js 
ruled by blind fate. Lily in the Marchen posses- 
ses the beauty which has the power to kill the 
living and bring the dead back to life, but what 
remains of Helena and Pandora is only the veil 
which in return conceals and reveals a gleam of 
the illusion which reflects the splendour of life, 
Just as Pandora was loved by the meditative 
and impassive Epimetheus and scorned by the 
active Prometheus, so Helena is destined to re- 
main no more than an episode in the life of the 
ambitious Faust. The illusion of beauty has the 
power to dazzle and dominate and to create the 
mirror of poetry, which is a new creative Schein, 
But it does not possess the power to mould life. 
Pandora’s gifts are the illusions of happiness, of 
possession, of permanence. 


[T Must BE EMPHasIzED that the ambiguous 

beauty is characteristic of life not of spirit. 
Genuine art is never real—but it is true in the 
highest sense of this word. Goethe wrote of his 
dearly beloved painter Claude Lorrain: ‘There 
you have a complete human being who thought 
and felt nobly. In his soul dwelt a world that 
we do not encounter often in the outer world. 
His paintings possess the highest truth but not 
a trace of reality. He knows the real world 
thoroughly to its smallest details, but he uses 
them merely as a tool to express his beautiful 
soul. This, indeed is true ideality; to use reality 
in such a way that the truth of the imagination 
shall create the illusion of reality.” The same 
idea is expressed in more general terms in 
Goethe’s Dichtung and Wahrheit (part IIl, 
book II): “The highest mission of all the arts is 
to produce, with the aid of the illusion of decep- 
tion, a higher reality. However, it is a mistake 
to elaborate the illusion so thoroughly that noth- 
ing remains but a base reality”. Thus the illusion 
of truth in Goethe’s conception of art (a con- 
ception which might be defined as symbolical 
realism) is the complement to his conception of 
the truth of illusion in social relations. On the 
other hand, the illusion of truth in art is the ex- 
treme antipode of the dazzling illusion of nat- 
ural beauty. Real illusion and the illusion of the 
real are constructive elements, without which 
the individual and society are exposed to the 
threat of anarchy and despotism. However, 
whereas the phenomenally true (Erscheinende 
Wabre) is identical with itself, the truth of 
illusion is always in danger of extinction and 
ambiguity. In the life of society as well as the 
individual the corruption of illusion is always 
a symptom of the growing degeneration of the 
human capacity to give form to its vital needs. 
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Goethe used the term pretence to characterize 
the degenerate form of illusion. It occurs in a 
letter to his daughter-in-law, who opened her 
heart to him about the purgatory of her mar- 
riage (Goethe’s son August was an alcoholic, 
wife-beater and philanderer). ‘I need not tell 
you how sorry I am for you. You cannot tell me 
how greatly you are suffering. Let us, therefore, 
pretend to one another”. To pretend is to evade 
an unpleasant situation by assuming an “aesthe- 
tic” pose in the place of moral decision and ac- 
tion. Goethe often speaks of the “noble calm” 
and “good-humoured calm” with which the 
wise man faces desperate situations. The illusion 
of “noble calm” conceals the abyss of a lost life 
and transfigures the features of despair into an 
expression of sublime resignation. In his “Mask- 
enzugen’? Goethe makes Mephistopheles say: “It 
is said that dissimulation is a great vice. Yet we 
live by dissimulation.” Thus the illusion of 
harmony becomes the bloodless sacrifice which 
men make for the sake of order and decorum. 
This type of illusion represents the pale beauty 
of the lie, a moral l’art pour l’art, the passive ac- 
ceptance of the meaningless pressure of fate 
which corrupts the human person. 


Goethe had analyzed this aspect of social 
illusion most thoroughly and probingly in his 
greatest novel “Wahlverwandschaften” (‘Elec- 
tive Affinities”). Interpreters and critics of this 
novel are guilty of superficiality and deception 
when they praise the book for its ideal picture 
of marriage and the opportunities for “noble 
resignation” which it is supposed to offer. As a 
matter of fact, no one except the easily en- 
thusiastic and all-loving Mittler sings the praises 
of marriage in this novel. It is obvious, on the 
contrary, that Goethe regarded marriage as the 
prototype of the ambiguous and precarious 
character of all social institutions. The marriage 
of Edward and Charlotte was built on quick- 
sand, Despite a mutual attraction both had been 
married to others to please their parents and 
relatives. When they are finally free to marry 
each other, they enter into a union whose in- 
stability is revealed in Edward’s wish to have a 
friend share in it. This puppet-play of the emo- 
tions opens with the appearance of the friend 
and the tragic Ottilie who completes this maze 
of criss-crossing attraction. If this novel has a 
moral, it is that emotional inclinations and legal 
conventions are in themselves an insufficient 
foundation even for any human institution. 
Wahlverwandschaten is in the last analysis a 
story of failure because there was no room in 
that world for the integrating element of moral 
decision. 
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WAHLVERWANDSCHAFTEN conTAINns a 

story within the story—the episode of the 
Nachbarskinder. Like Charlotte and Edward 
these two “neighboring children” were attracted 
to one another in their early youth, but so in- 
tense was their mutual love that it manifested 
itself in constant quarrels and clashes. The girl 
is engaged to marry another, but when the 
friend whom she had once hated reappears the 
old love is revived. The girl attempts suicide 
and is followed by her friend. They are saved 
and finally reconciled by their readiness to sacri- 
fice their lives for the sake of their love. 

This story sheds some light on the deeper 
theme of the Wahlverwandschaften. Marriage, 
like every other social institution, carries within 
itself both destructive and constructive poten- 
tialities. Ultimate failure is inevitable when one 
subordinates the Schein of love to the social and 
aesthetic requirements of society. The greatest 
human fulfillment is possible only when the free 
moral intention of the individual becomes one 
with his social role. 

This cursory review of the possibilities of 
society as embodied in Goethe’s description of 
the several types of Schein confirms the thesis 
that society not unlike the daemonic is the 
sphere of ambiguity. Goethe wrote Reineke 
Fuchs, the unholy bible, to rid himself of the 
shock of the French revolution: ‘For even if the 
human race presents itself in this mirror for 
princes very naturally in all its uncurbed ani- 
mality, nevertheless everything proceeds in this 
story, if not in an examplary fashion, then at 
least serenely and the general good cheer is never 
disturbed.” In the last analysis this is also the 
final word of the Roman carnival, of the court 
scenes in the second part of “Faust” and of the 
Natiirliche Tochter. 


These are the conclusions of Goethe’s phe- 
nomenology of the empirical-social world. There 
is, however, another Goethe, the author of idyls 
and utopias. Hermann und Dorothea, his most 
perfect work by the side of the Wahlverwand- 
schaften and the West-Ostlicher Divan, is the 
idyl of a humane enclave in the empirical-social 
world, which transfigures the real normatively 
and actually. Nor can one overlook the glimpses 
of a utopian society based on voluntary coopera- 
tion between equals in Wilhelm Meister and in 
the Marchen. There is a dialectical irony in the 
strange fact that the Olympian counsellor of 
“noble calm” and the philosopher of the mor- 
phology of nature was also the creator of revolu- 
tionary utopias. It is an authentic expression of 
Goethe’s polarity of character and thought that 
he should speak of building a new society on 


(Continued on page 30) 
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The Future of Hebrew 


AN EXCHANGE 


To the Editor: 

It was with astonishment and a feeling of vex- 
ation that I read “The Restoration of Hebrew” 
by the distinguished scholar, Dr. Horace M. Kal- 
len, in the August number of your esteemed 
journal. The article contains, in my opinion, 
many unwarranted and dogmatic pronounce- 
ments. I fear that because so eminent a thinker as 
Dr. Kallen is its author, the article may prove 
extremely misleading and decidedly harmful. 

In this letter I shall not attempt to refute 
everyone of Dr. Kallen’s statements which I be- 
lieve to be erroneous. I should like merely to limit 
myself to a few comments concerning his eval- 
uation of the place of Hebrew in the life and cul- 
ture of Israel and its probable future in the 
American Jewish community. 

1. Dr. Kallen declares that Hebrew culture 
cannot be launched in a vacuum. No one can or 
should deny this obvious truism. What is objec- 
tionable in the statement is the implication that 
Hebraists have been trying to launch Hebrew 
culture in a vacuum. It certainly must be ad- 
mitted that the modern revival of Hebrew came 
in response to felt needs and was closely related 
to the living forces operating within the Jewish 
community. One can hardly visualize the de- 
velopment of the Zionist movement and the 
establishment of the Jewish State without the 
beneficent influence of modern Hebrew litera- 
ture. 

2. Dr. Kallen seems to imply that present-day 
Western thought is little influenced by its Heb- 
raic components and that the Hebrew Testa- 
ment plays an insignificant role in present-day 
thought and speech. If this be true, then the 
more the pity for so-called modern culture and 
civilization. While it is, of course, difficult to 
measure the exact amount of influence exerted 
by the Hebrew scriptures in non-religious as- 
pects of our present-day life, Dr. Solomon Gold- 
man, in his recent works on “The Book of 
Books”, currently published by the Jewish Pub- 
lication Society of America and Harper’s, has 
marshaled a multitude of illustrations demon- 
strating that our Bible is a really potent and vib- 
rant factor in the culture of the civilized world. 

3. One of the most startling statements in the 
article is the following: “Hebrew is still not the 
living language of the home, the field, the fac- 
tory, and the market-place. Hebrew is still the 
tongue of the cloister and the study, the expres- 
sion of a literary cult whose aficionados tend to 


address one another rather than the common 
man of Israel.” If he is referring to Israel, then 
one can only conclude that despite his interest in 
Zionism, Dr. Kallen is unaware of what has hap- 
pened and is happening in Israel. A brief visit 
to the country will prove to him that Hebrew 
has indeed become “the living language of the 
home, the field, the market-place”. If he is re- 
ferring to the Diaspora, he should have been 
careful not to conclude the paragraph with the 
words “man of Israel”. 

4. Dr. Kallen states explicitly: “In the State 
of Israel Hebrew is still and, until the over- 
whelmingly diverse immigration has been nat- 
uralized and orchestrated, must remain, an in- 
strument of conscious policy, rather than a con- 
dition of spontaneous living.” This, too, is con- 
trary to fact, as anyone who knows the life of the 
Yishuv must realize. Of course, such large-scale 
immigration as is taking place at the present time 
in Israel creates a grave problem of cultural ab- 
sorption, but so far as the native-born and the 
products of Israeli schools are concerned, there 
can be no doubt that Hebrew is “ta condition of 
spontaneous living”, and not merely “‘an instru- 
ment of conscious policy.” 

5. It was amusing to read that modern 
Hebrew will not figure more than modern Greek 
“in the prevailing idea of the equipment of the 
educated man, the man of culture.” Of course 
this may be so, but it is utterly irrelevant. The 
question with which we should be concerned is 
whether Hebrew can be made to figure to the ex- 
tent that it will become a prevailing idea in the 
equipment of the educated Jewish man of cul- 
ture in this country. 

6. Similarly, no one need question whether it 
be true that “there can be no guarantee that 
Hebraic culture in modern Israel will come to 
anything better than Hellenic culture in modern 
Greece.” Bearing in mind the creativity of the 
tiny Yishuv in its brief and difficult existence 
during the last quarter of a century, however, 
may we not at least be hopeful that Hebrew cul- 
ture will become increasingly rich and enrich- 
ing? 

7. We may assume that the Professor in his 
gloomy appraisal and dark forebodings intended 
to refer to America when he wrote: ‘The sig- 
nificance of Hebrew will long, perhaps always, 
continue religious and antiquarian, rather than 
secular and contemporary. Nothing can much 
affect this situation. Nothing that we may our- 
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glves do to better the content and methods of 
teaching Hebrew in Jewish schools. Nothing that 
can be added by having it adopted as a foreign 
language on a par with French or German in the 
public schools. Nothing that might be done to 
integrate Hebraic culture with the humanities of 
the liberal curriculum.” 


No realistic Hebraist can deny that the condi- 
tions prevailing at present in this country may 
warrant a somewhat pessimistic evaluation of the 
situation. It is an obvious fact that the over- 
whelming majority of our people are ignorant of 
and indifferent to Hebrew. Also, many of those 
who at one time or another have studied the 
language in their childhood have dissociated 
themselves from it. The question to which we 
who do have faith in the future of Hebrew in 
American Jewish life must address ourselves is 
this: Are those of us who do not share Professor 
Kallen’s despairing outlook indulging in mere 
wishful thinking? Is there any basis of reality to 
our optimism? Are we American Jews able to 
formulate and to effectuate a program which 
can and will make Hebrew a significant cultural 
and spiritual force in the life of our community? 


The dogmatic assertion of Professor Kallen 
that nothing much can possibly be done to alter 
the present situation is what we must endeavor 
to disprove. Recently a Commission made up of 
more than 100 representative American Jewish 
men and women was organized for the purpose 
of analyzing what should and can be done to 
vitalize the Hebrew language in this country. A 
sub-committee of about twenty experts, includ- 
ing Mr. Samuel Borowsky, Dr. Israel Chipkin, 
Dr. Moshe Davis, Dr. Israel Efros, Dr. Azriel 
Eisenberg, Dr. Emanuel Gamoran, Mr. S. D. 
Gershovitz, Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Mr. Mordecai 
Halevi, Dr. Leo Honor, Dr. Oscar Janowsky, 
Mr. Judah Pilch, Professor Zvi Scharfstein, Mr. 
Michael Stavitsky and others, has met and will 
soon meet again, to study the problem and to 
teport its findings and recommendations to the 
entire membership of the Commission. It is 
hoped that the Commission will in the near 
future formulate and submit an acceptable and 
feasible program for the promotion of the study 
and use of Hebrew as a literary and living lang- 
uage in this country. Thus, we may help Hebrew 
take its proper place “in the intercultural re- 
public of letters”, to the satisfaction and grati- 
fication of all friends of Hebraic culture, includ- 
ing Dr. Kallen. 


Louis E. Levinthal. 


Chairman, Commission on 
Hebrew Language and Culture. 
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Dr. Kallen Replies 


To the Editor: 


I regret to say that the matter and manner of 
the comment of my good and old friend, the 
chairman of the Commission on Hebrew Lang- 
uage and Culture, on my remarks concerning 
the restoration of Hebrew, confirm the observa- 
tions which prompted those remarks. Since this 
Commission which Judge Levinthal chairs “was 
organized for the purpose of analyzing what 
should and can be done to vitalize the Hebrew 
language in this country,” it needs to go about 
this business, as my remarks suggest, with a max- 
imum of objectivity and realism. I do not discern 
either in Judge Levinthal’s series of passionate as- 
severations. Nor do I discern any awareness of 
the actual dynamics of culture among the 
peoples, in or out of Israel, or of the historic con- 
ditions of cultural selection and survival. 

Calling attention to the contingencies in a 
cultural situation which must be met is not pes- 
simism but purposeful practicality. I am at least 
as deeply concerned about the growth and stand- 
ing of a modern Hebraism in the modern world 
as Judge Levinthal and other aficionados. My 
studies have, however, made me aware of diffi- 
culties and obstructions which he and too many 
others seem entirely to disregard. Yet they can 
only defeat their own ends by such an attitude. 
I prefer that those ends should be attained as 
abundantly, as nobly, and as inexpensively in 
means and morale, as circumstances permit. I 
therefore suggest again, this time to my good 
judicial friend, to base his Commission’s plans for 
the advancement of Hebrew language and cul- 
ture on as realistic a study of the conditions of 
success as he and his associates can possibly secure. 


H. M. Kallen 
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THE LABOR ZIONIST SHEKEL 


Every purchaser of a Labor Zionist Shekel 
achieves two goals: he joins the World Zionist 
movement, and he strengthens its constructive 
forces. 


We call upon the Jews of America to demon- 
strate, by buying the Labor Zionist Shekel, their 
desire to see the political leadership of the state 
and of the World Zionist Congress entrusted to 
the forces which in Israel function under the 
name of MAPAI and in America as the branches 
of the Labor Zionist movement. 


Your Labor Zionist Shekel demonstrates your 
solidarity with the workers and builders of | 
Isracl! 
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PROMISE AND FULFILMENT: PALESTINE 1917- 
1949. By Arthur Koestler. New York: Macmillan 
Company. 1949. 


HEN A WRITER on a controversial subject raps the 

knuckles of each and every party to the dispute, he 
is usually considered to be impartial and therefore close to 
the truth. But in many cases he is merely a man at war 
with himself. No one else can be right because some- 
thing within himself is wrong. He suffers from Hamlet’s 
delusion that not he but the world is out of joint. Whether 
such is the case with Arthur Koestler may be judged from 
an experience he records in his present book—an experience 
perhaps crucial for an understanding of the author’s point 
of view. 

After some years’ absence from Palestine, during which 
Mr. Koestler wrote “Thieves in the Night,” a stirring 
novel in vindication of Jewish terrorism, he returned to 
its shores. He landed at Haifa on June 4, 1948. Less than 
three weeks had passed since the resurrection of the Jewish 
state from its millenial grave. To a man like himself who, 
as he says, was a supporter of the Zionist movement for a 
quarter-century, the day might well be notable—even in- 
spiring. Certainly the people he encountered were elated. 
The immigration official “feasts his eyes” on the pristine 
Israelian visa affixed to Mr. Koestler’s passport. Wounded 
soldiers gaped at the visa like children at a new toy. The 
same enraptured look—he found—illumined the faces of 
people when they saw the first Israelian currency, stamps, 
airplanes, and flag. The newly created citizens of a newly 
forged state, conscious of a sacred age-old dream coming 
true, were entranced. In the words of the Psalmist they 
were like them that dream, their mouths were filled with 
laughter, and their tongue with exultation. But not Mr. 
Koestler. 

He repaired to a first-class sanatorium-hotel on Mount 
Carmel and recorded his impressions. He dislikes—so he 
noted in his diary—the other guests because they were 
“the rich of Tel Aviv” suffering from imaginary ailments 
or hiding away from air-raids. He dislikes the waiters for 
“the Yiddish lilt of their quarreling voices in the kitchen.” 
He wonders why their tones rasp his (Gentile) wife’s 
nerves more than the jabbering of other foreigners. And 
he comes up with the explanation—which by some quirk 
he finds to be the sole justification for a Jewish state— 
that for twenty centuries the Jews, “with horribly in- 
gratiating smiles,” have done little else than sell second- 
hand clothing. 

These painful reactions to the privilege of sharing an 
experience craved by the Jewish people and denied them 
for more than those twenty centuries should arouse neither 
resentment nor contempt in the reader. They are tragic in 
such a richly gifted author; and the tragedy of it, familiar 
to those who know the suffering of self-tormented in- 
tellectuals, casts its blight upon too much of his book. 
Promise and Fulfilment is without question the most bril- 
liantly written account of the present generation’s doings 
in Palestine. It might have been the most penetrating. 
Yet it remains not a history of Israel but a case history of 
the author. 

The volume begins with a brief presentation of the 
Palestine “problem” as initiated by the Balfour Declara- 
tion. This is succeeded by a fairly detailed account of the 
events which, initiated by the White Paper of 1939, trans- 
formed the “problem” into a war—in the narration of 
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which particular emphasis is placed upon the activities of 
the terrorists. Next, some hundred pages from the author’s 
dary, written in the summer of 1948, evoke several ex- 
ploits of the war and the dew-laden atmosphere of Israel’s 
dawn. In conclusion, the Israelians and the Jewish people 
at large are treated to a series of curtain lectures on their 
shortcomings, and instructions for improvement. 

The substance of the book, however, is more of a piece 
than its varied and somewhat disconcerting form would 
suggest. It is a piece of the author’s mind—or, to use his 
own language, his “emotive bias.” His aversions are as 
catholic as they are numerous; they embrace the British 
and Arabs no less rudely than the Jews. Accordingly, he is 
led to invent an array of paradoxes or “freaks” in order 
to account for the achievements and failures of the pro- 
tagonists in what, to be sure, was an extraordinary drama. 

“Israel, then, is a freak of history’—this opening sen- 
tence strikes the key-note and sets the dominant tone of 
the book. Mr. Koestler means that, on the authority of 
Toynbee, the Jews have for time out of mind existed as 
fossils imbedded in a petrified society. Naturally, with 
this assumption only a recourse to freakishness and near- 
miracles can account for the subsequent rising of the dead 
bones and their remarkable display of animation. A _ less 
emotive author would perhaps have questioned the premise 
and devoted as much time to Jewish history as to Mr. 
Toynbee. On the record, he would have emerged, I suspect, 
with the Churchillian exclamation: “Some fossil!” 

The Balfour Declaration is, in turn, discovered to be 
“one of the most improbable political documents of all 
time”—indeed “unique” because through it one nation 
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promised to a second nation the country of a third. Yet 
such transactions are a commonplace of history. In our 
Western hemisphere alone, the founding of every colony 
was sanctioned by the disposal of some other nation’s 
land; in the Louisiana and Alaska purchases, vast areas be- 
longing for countless centuries to their native peoples were 
bought and sold by outsiders who didn’t so much as note 
their existence; probably the most sumptuous of these 
deals was the Papal division between Spain and Portugal 
of the entire two continents. . 

Similarly, in the Jewish re-settlement of Palestine, the 
return to the soil of a people long alienated from the plow 
struck the author, as it has struck other emotionalists, as 
a romantic or heroic oddity. But for anyone who knows 
the history of American or Australian colonization, the 
transformation of shopkeepers and clerks into farmers is a 
familiar and inevitable process. So, too, the creation of a 
modern state, together with its intricate multiple func- 
tions, out of the wreckage left by British sabotage and 
under the fire of five invading armies, is a further para- 
dox; for, as Mr. Koestler views it, the Jewish people have 
been devoid of political and civic experience and innocent 
of communal discipline for two thousand years. If this 
were the case—for one paradox begets another—the age- 
long survival of the Jews without such knowledge or its 
attendant institutions remains inexplicable. 

Hebrew culture is treated with the same cavalier—one 
is tempted to say, deliberate—misunderstanding. It is hard 
to believe that ignorance alone is responsible for statements 
such as the following: “There are no Hebrew classics since 
the Bible. . . . after the completion of the Talmud not 
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even the scholars wrote in Hebrew any longer. . . . Prob- 
ably the last literary works of any merit written in the 
ancient language are the poems of Juda Halevy. .. . 
Hebrew is totally unsuitable for the treatment of abstract 
subjects and for a precise expression of thought.” Behind 
these strange assertions is again the author’s purpose to in- 
vent an anomaly in order to explain something he dislikes. 
He dislikes Hebrew, its alphabet annoys him, its ortho- 
graphy baffles him, its structure is archaic, its vocabulary 
limited, and its style inflexible—which is perhaps why he 
knows so little of it that, as he confesses, he cannot read 
a Hebrew book or newspaper. Therefore the Hebrew re- 
vival in Palestine is presented as an irrational reversal of 
history and “and act of logical mysticism.” 


The British are likewise subjected to the glare of para- 
doxical lime-lights. A century of consistent, intelligible 
policy with respect to the Middle East is disregarded in 
order to maintain that the British government indulged 
in romantic nonsense when it made the Balfour promise. 
And the failure to keep the promise is laid to a variety of 
dubious causes. The colonial officials, for example, didn’t 
fancy the Jews and loved the Arabs. This may be true. 
but the quarrels of history are rarely determined by per- 
sonal tastes; we need only recall that the natural liking 
which the British and Americans entertained for the 
Germans did not prevent them from attempting twice— 
for sound political reasons—to destroy Germany. In Eng- 
land, the officials of the Foreign Office and Colonial Office 
are represented as muddlers. And when they were not 
stupid, they were pseudo-Machiavellian. And when they 
were not out-smarting themselves, they were “surrealists.” 
Truly, as things have turned out, British policy in the 
short run has been proved mistaken; but in the vicissitudes 
of international politics it is not absurd or egregious to be 
wrong. In the long run British policy, ever since the ac- 
quisition of India in the eighteenth century, has been 
based on the exclusion of any other major power from the 
Middle East or the rise of a strong native state in that 
region. 

Yet when Mr. Koestler is not misled by his pet aver- 
sions into political and historical fields alien to his under- 
standing, he is well worth reading. Whole pages recapture 
the mood, the sight and very smell, of piteous, epic, and 
incredible episodes in the long-drawn contest between the 
Yishuv and the British, and, later, between the Jews and 
the Arabs. He displays the true novelist’s and poet’s sense 
for the trivial but telling detail and for the inner contra- 
diction of life—the ironic contrast between men’s inten- 
tions and behavior. Although he maintains a critical at- 
titude toward the Irgun and, even more so, the Revision- 
ists, he renders a service by integrating their story into the 
tapestry of events. He is rightfully concerned with some 
of the internal dangers which threaten the new state: 
clericalism, chauvinism, provincialism, Levantinism, bu- 
reaucracy, the splinter-party system, the East European at- 
mosphere of conspiracy and intolerance, the mentality of 
a banana-republic, and the reign of profectzie or “pull.” 
If his criticisms revealed as much knowledge as they do 
temper, or if the temper had been gloved with sympathy, 
they might be salutary. As it is, we can only sympathize 
with Mr. Ben Gurion when, after listening to one of Mr. 
Koestler’s little sermons, he “paternally” told him that he 
“knew nothing of Jewish tradition.” 

It was the author’s intention, he tells us in his preface, 
to stress “the part played by irrational forces and emo- 
tive bias in history.” Yet on the whole—as an admirer I 
regret to admit—he has displayed chiefly the emotive bias 
which goes into the writing of history. 

Sparkill, N.Y. MarvIN LowENTHAL 
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free soil, of the colonization of free men which 
will create a new civilization ex nihilo, a culture 
without castles and traditions, emulating the 
example of young America. It was inevitable 
that this comprehensive and polar vision should 
be suspect both to the conservative and revolu- 
tionary partisans. What makes Goethe’s think- 
ing so significant and germane today is his stub- 
born loyalty to his own insight in a revolution- 
ary situation in which only extreme choices 
prevailed. Among the representative men of 
modern times he was the only one who refused 
to be swept away either by the revolution or the 
counter-revolution. 











DECE 


THI 
By Fr 
A SC 

si 
Jerusa 
count 
the pt 
tiated 
abiliti 
analy: 
strug 
ous, t 
of Ar 
Par 
autho 
cause 
press 
oil re 
Worl. 
Arabi 
eight 
previ 
intere 





ONTIER 





—<—<—<———— 


a | 


ich 
ure 
the 
ble 
uld 


lu- 


n- 


DECEMBER, 1949 


IN BRIEF 


THE REALITIES OF AMERICAN-PALESTINE RELATIONS. 
By Frank E. Manuel, Public Affairs Press, 1949, $5. 


A SOLID study of the United States’ interest in Palestine 

since the appointment of the first consular agent in 
Jerusalem in 1832 till the present time, Dr. Manuel’s ac- 
count of the American involvement in Palestine begins with 
the period of Turkish rule when the United States nego- 
tiated with the Ottoman government concerning the dis- 
abilities of Jews under Turkish law, and concludes with an 
analysis of “‘the changeling policy” which characterized the 
struggle at Lake Success. Well-documented and courage- 
ous, the book is a serious contribution to the understanding 
of American diplomatic history in the Middle East. 

Particularly interesting to the general reader is the 
author’s examination of the “‘strategists’ error” which 
caused the American military and the State Department to 
press for Arab appeasement on the theory that Middle East 
oil reserves might otherwise be jeopardized. According to 
World’s Oil for October 1948, oil production in Saudi 
Arabia jumped from 305,000 to 420,000 barrels a day in 
eight months, This 38 per cent increase took place despite 
previous Arab threats to revoke oil concessions. Ibn Saud’s 
interest in revenue had obviously not been diminished by 
American recognition of Israel. 

Of the mistaken strategy of the War and State Depart- 
ments, Dr. Manuel writes: ‘“Their erroneous estimate of 
Arab military might and tenacity was in no small measure 
responsible for the original outbreak of the Palestine war. 
If the military in the United States had supported parti- 
tion firmly and consistently, the Arab states would not 
have ventured to invade Israel in May 1948, and if we had 
been as clear-cut with the British in 1947 as we have ap- 
parently become in 1949, their intrigues with the Arab 
chieftains would have been definitely discouraged and they 
would have had no choice but to withdraw their moral, 
economic, and military support. The Moslem “Holy War” 
would have collapsed before its opening gun was fired. 
The whole Palestine problem would have been contained 
within the limits warranted by its size instead of being 
expanded to the dimensions of an international diplomatic 
crisis. In a sense we created and gave life to the Arab 
bogey around which we constructed our Middle Eastern 


policy.” 


PUNISHMENT WiTHouT Crime. By S. Andhil Fineberg. 
Doubleday and Company, 1949. $3.50. 


ERE is a discussion of racial and religious prejudice 
which gets down to cases. Dr. Fineberg relates many 
gtaphic incidents and gives concrete advice as to how 
various situations involving discrimination should be 
handled. The tendency of the author in each instance is 
to press not for “‘a Utopian solution but the best the situa- 
tion would permit.” While the self-imposed limitations of 
such an approach are obvious, Dr. Fineberg makes many 
practical suggestions which are refreshing for their good 
sense in a field which generally abounds in noble vapors. 
Discussing various ways of dealing with specific incidents 
of abuse and prejudice, the author makes the pithy observa- 
tion: ‘“‘Never accept any proposal because it relieves emo- 
tions. It is far more important to relieve the situation.” 
Another of Dr. Fineberg’s aphorisms is worth quoting: 
“Never work for Negroes or for any other racial or relig- 
ious group. Work with them. Lady Bountiful is a nuisance 
in intergroup relations.” 
Though Dr. Fineberg devotes a great deal of his book 
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to examples of prejudice with specific prescriptions for 
each, he does not minimize the importance of social action 
and the need to fight for more ambitious programs of 
education and social legislation. But even in this sphere 
Dr. Fineberg accompanies the general thesis with practical 
instructions: ‘Where it is likely that the introduction of 
an FEPC measure will,encounter inevitable defeat it js 
wiser to introduce a bill calling for a study by the legis. 
lature of the extent of discriminatory practices in employ. 
ment. Similarly, before urging fair education practice 
laws it may be better to have the legislature undertake to 
study the situation. There is less resistance on the part 
of state legislators to investigate such problems than to 
enact laws for their eradication. We note with regret 
that even requests for inquiries on discrimination have in 
some instances been rejected by legislatures. But such 
requests have better likelihood of passage than the statutes 
for which they are intended to pave the way. When a 
study has been made, the findings can be used to educate 
the legislators as well as the public.” 


DiIscRIMINATION AND NATIONAL WELFARE. A series of 
addresses and discussions, edited by R. M. Maclver, Insti- 
tute for Religious and Social Studies, 1949, $2. 


HE CENTRAL theme of these addresses is the cost of 

discrimination not to the individual victim but to the 
country as a whole. Experts in various fields analyze the 
price the United States pays for segregation and race dis- 
crimination both on the domestic and the international 
scene. The editor points out that “segregated areas operate 
as deficit economies because they are economies of scarcity.” 
Robert Weaver, discussing the effect of discrimination on 
housing, examines the economic and social consequences of 
racial restrictive covenants: “We know that slum areas in 
the cities are financially and socially costly . . . we know 
that every one of these areas costs five, ten and sometimes a 
hundred times more in taxes than is collected from them.” 
Similarly, Theodore Brameld in assessing the educational 
costs points out that though according to conservative 
estimates there is a shortage of nearly 20,000 doctors in 
the United States, capable and qualified Jewish students 
are refused admission to medical schools because of quotas. 

Much interesting information is given by Herbert 
Northrup in his discussion of the discriminatory practices 
of trade unions. The policies of unions vary from com- 
plete exclusion of minority workers to complete accep- 
tance, depending on the degree of political liberalism of 
the particular union. Negroes, of course, are the chief 
sufferers. Though formal restrictions against Jews are 
virtually non-existent, anti-semitism is far from absent, 
sometimes assuming flagrant forms. The writer quotes a 
study made by the Institute of Social Research of Colum- 
bia University to the effect that “anti-Semitism exists to 
almost the same extent among laborers as in the popula- 
tion as a whole . . . twenty per cent are violently anti- 
Semitic and an equal percentage is fully tolerant, with the 
middle sixty per cent undecided or inconsistent in their 
views. Length of union membership and affiliation in dif- 
ferent trade unions did not correlate with the lack of or 
presence of anti-Semitic feeling.” 

The cost of discrimination internationally is discussed 
effectively by Adolf A. Berle. The writer stresses the un- 
happy influence of America’s policy of race discrimination 
on the Good Neighbor policy. Mexico and the South 
American countries are far from insensitive to the insults 
their representatives and citizens receive. Even more dan- 
gerous is the military threat of discrimination to the sys- 
tem of hemispheric defense. 
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cial religious agencies, however, the 
Chief Rabbinate, the local rabbin- 
ates, simply attempt to evade any 
true decision. 


Ho.iways, customs, prayers—this 
whole broad area of religious folk- 
ways requires today, in the face of 
our new political status, a wide-scale 
revision. Our holidays have two as- 
pects: a purely religious aspect and 
connected therewith a national-his- 
torical or nature-rite aspect. The 
national-historical side of Jewish 
holidays certainly must be revised 
after the rise of the State of Israel. 
This was felt most painfully by 
those Israeli Jews who reflected a 
little last Passover, as they read a 
Haggadah that is thoroughly oppos- 
ed to our actual situation. First one 
comes across the famous passages on 
“this bread of poverty” recited in 
Aramaic. This in itself is completely 
devoid of purpose today, for the 
Aramaic language was introduced 
into our prayers and Talmud in or- 
der to make them intelligible to the 
public. But today, with Hebrew 
having become again a living lan- 
guage, spoken by hundreds of thou- 
sands, while Aramaic is understood 
by scholars only, there is no sense 
whatever in reciting in Aramaic 
precisely the passages intended for 
popular instruction. But this is only 
a small matter; much worse is the 
fact that we still recite the last 
verse: “Here today, next year in the 
land of Israel; slaves today, next 
year free men.” 

What is it but plain sacrilege to 
pronounce this sentence in the very 
land of Israel, as free citizens of the 
independent Jewish State? What, 
indeed, are we waiting for before we 
institute a prayer of thanksgiving 
for what it has been granted to us 
to achieve? Isn’t it nonsensical to 
terminate the Passover rite with the 
phrase “next year, in Jerusalem,” 
when we are already there? To be 
sure, we now say “in Jerusalem re- 
built,” though it would be more cor- 
rect to say “Jerusalem, the capital,” 
or “Jerusalem liberated.” In any 
case, a revision in the light of ac- 
tuality is certainly needed. One 
could multiply such examples, not 
only from the Passover ritual but 
from the Prayer Book, indefinitely. 

It is the duty of the Chief Rab- 
binate in Jerusalem to convene a 
Sanhedrin in order to reexamine 
every custom and every prayer and 
propose new texts for the Prayer 
Book in consonance with the rise of 
the State of Israel. Two dangers 
face us today. The thinking Jew 
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have lost their meaning. As a re- 
sult he ceases to use the traditional 
prayers or changes them on his own 
account. In no longer reciting the 
traditional prayers, one finds himself 
drifting away from the communal 
life; spontaneous, individual changes 
in prayers lead to anarchy in the 
end, for it is precisely the common 
prayer, identical in content and 
style, which creates a significant 
bond between Jews of various com- 
munities. Only the Chief Rabbin- 
ate has the authority to change 
prayers, and this, indeed, is its duty, 
for the Diaspora rabbis cannot do it 
in its place. 

We also feel urgent need for al- 
terations in the religious law, but I 
prefer to leave this topic to schol- 
ars and rabbis, who alone are en- 
titled and obligated to adjust tradi- 
tional laws to the new reality of our 
State’s existence. 


Ir 1s well-known that Judaism 
presents a unique integration of 
ethnic and religious elements. The 
unity between these two aspects 
constitutes an essential difference 
between Judaism and Christianity, 
with its sharp distinction between 
nationality and religion. But this 
unique quality of Judaism has be- 
come problematical for the past 150 
years. The Liberals and Reformers 
of the 19th Century tried to sub- 
merge the ethnic elements in Juda- 
im in favor of the religious, and 
they established a sort of Jewish 
Church. Zionism, on the other hand, 
emphasized, as a reaction to Liberal 
Reformist misrepresentation, only 
the ethnic side, while the religious 
side grew continually more poverty- 
stricken. 

All this had its effect on Religious 
Zionism, too, as it still has. In our 
religious life the emphasis is laid al- 
most entirely on the ethnic element, 
and this precisely may prove a 
stumbling block today. The nation- 
al aspirations of our religion—the 
return to the land of our fathers, the 
ingathering of exiles, the restora- 
tion of our State—can no longer be 
teligious motives, since in our day 
they become political realities. There 
is no point in a Jew’s praying to 
God to bring him in upright to our 
country, for all he has to do is go 
to the nearest Israeli consulate and 
apply for an entry-visa to Israel, to 
which he is entitled under paragraph 
13 of the Independence Proclama- 
tion of § Iyar, 5708. The para- 
gtaph reads: “The State of Israel is 
open for the immigration of Jews 
from all the lands of their disper- 
sion.” If so, it is sheer sacrilege to 
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( TIME PROVEN! For Food! For Shows! For Hospitality! For Luxury! 


| HOTEL STANLEY 


LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


RAY ALMO and his “Mambo Boys” featuring “ROMAN” 
In Our Beautiful CIRCUS ROOM—1950 Edition 
« Dietary Laws » 
SAME MANAGEMENT 24 YEARS 
MR. & MRS. PHILIP COHEN and Sons Phone Lakewood 6-0800 
a In the Summer — OCEAN HOTEL, Asbury Park, N. J. 
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~< Comfortable, Cheerful Rooms - Moderate Rates - Hot and Cold Salt Water 
Sun Deck - Elevator - Life Size Television - Radio - Billiard Room 
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DANCING IN CRYSTAL BALLROOM 
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. BIG GALA PARTY NEW YEAR'S EVE — MIDNIGHT SUPPER GRATIS 


s ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
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pray for return, when its actual ac. 
complishment depends only on the 
decision of every Jew himself. 


In Davar (July 22), Yitskhak Maor 
issues an “Appeal to Members of the 
Knesset of all parties,” concerning the 
abolition of capital punishment: 


HE GOVERNMENT has proposed 

in the Knesset a bill for the aboli- 
tion of capital punishment in the 
State of Israel, “except for the crime 
of treason during a period of emer- 
gency.” If our legislature approves 
the government bill, it will constitute 
an abolition of capital punishment in 
principle, but not a complete solution 
of the problem in practice. It is true, 
of course, that relative to the existing 
legal situation in the country, the bill 
is a significant reform—not only in 
principle—in substituting life im- 
prisonment for death as the penalty 
for murder. The government meas- 
ure is to be hailed as evidencing the 
progressive and humane character of 
our state. 

Nevertheless, this bill cannot sat- 
isfy us, for it leaves a wide loophole 
for the nullification of the proposed 
abolition of the death penalty. ... 
The disjunctive expression “‘except” 
and the following phrases, “for the 
crime of treason during a period of 
emergency” not only water down the 
bill, but may make it completely nuga- 
tory for all practical purposes. The 
actual abolition of capital punishment 
is inconsistent with all such disjun- 
tive words as “except,” “but,” etc. 
If the bill is adopted in its present 
form, the State of Israel will have 
contributed very little new to the 
realm of criminal law. 

We have known various progressive 
legal codes in European countries 
which abolished capital punishment 
in some such way as the government 
proposes. But in actual practice they 
left judicial execution in effect, though 
within a restricted sphere. And let us 
be clear about one thing: wherever 
judicial executions are tolerated— 
even though in a restricted sphere— 
there is no guarantee against judicial 
murder. This has been proved by bit- 
ter experience.* In such cases we do 
not set right the wrong after the fact 
by crying “Peccavimus.” To eliminate 
this evil, its source must be stopped 
—that is, the legal situation which 
permits such fatal errors to occur. 


I sHALL refrain from setting forth 
the general arguments against capital 
punishment, about which I have writ- 
ten previously in Davar . . . The very 
proposal of the government bill shows 
that in principle the question is no 
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longer under discussion. But the res- 
ervations in the bill with regard to 
“the crime of treason in period of 
emergency” undermine this whole im- 
portant law. I see no justification for 
this clause. Do the arguments which 
are accepted with respect to the ‘crime 
of murder” lose their validity with 
respect to the “crime of treason?” Is 
“treason” an absolutely unambiguous 
conception, even when it is defined by 
the best and ablest of men? The early 
Romans, with their wide legal exper- 
ience, already remarked that “Omnis 
definitio periculosa”; and if this is 
true of purely formal definitions, how 
much the more so in a question of 
life and death. 

The pages of history are filled with 
tales of “traitors.” Was not the pro- 
phet Jeremiah a “traitor?” Might not 
Rabban Jokhanan ben Zakkai have 
been indicted for “betraying his 
country?” And was not Sir Thomas 
More, the great Englishman of the day 
of Henry VIII, executed for high trea- 
son? Or why did Socrates, the old 
Athenian philosopher, have to drain 
the cup of hemlock? The subversion 
of young people in their religion and 
beliefs, of which he was accused, is not 
this in the realm of treason against the 
people? And it is striking how “‘trai- 
tors” multiply particularly in epochs 
of transition between one ruler and 
another, or one regime and another. 

Well, it may be asked, are only the 
totalitarians and despots to have the 
right to fight against subversion, 
while the democratic state must sub- 
mit to all its internal foes? No, that 
does not follow. It is by no means our 
intention to deny to the democratic 
state the right to defend itself against 
domestic foes. It may, or rather it 
must do so, but only by methods 
which do not contradict its own very 
essence, 


THE state has the right to impose 
penalties upon its citizens according 
to law and justice. But the laws must 
be in harmony with the concepts of 
justice in a democratic state, or it 
will never survive. The state may 
penalize its citizens who have commit- 
ted crimes, and even deprive them by 
process of law of things they value, 
but only of such values as the state 
itself can grant. On the other hand, 
the state has no right to deprive a 
man of something which it cannot 
also provide. The state may deny a 
man the right to reside in it, his cit- 
izenship, his civil rights, his property, 
his liberty—because all these it grants 
or makes possible. But—his life! Did 
the state ever create life? 

Of course, the state may compel a 
man to risk his life for the protection 
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New York one would suppose, in view of the un- 
told number of executions for treason 
Joint Board that history recounts, that traitors 
the earth. Let us not delude ourselves: 
what has not been achieved by the 
Amalgamated axe, the gallows, the guillotine, and 
the electric chair (let us remember 
e . 
Clothing Vanzetti in the United States) will not 
be accomplished by the firing squad. 
If we are told: Everyone does it, 
tions.” Whether we wish it or not, 
« : : z 
of America i ~=we are not like all the nations, either 
in our fate or in our historic destiny. Out-of-Town Department 
We are convinced that our state will 
death penalty entirely, without res- 
Louts HOLLANDER ervation, even in respect to “the crime * 
ANTHONY FRoisB of treason in a period of emergency.” 
at its legal and moral foundations, for 
the function of law is to educate more 
than to terrorize the citizen. And how 
ABRAHAM MILLER ; , 
ae Its the value of human life precisely 
Secretary- Treasurer * The reference is to the execution of Meir ag : ’ 
Tobiansky in Jerusalem on false charges of in our times when man’s estate has 
— fallen so low! _ 


should Jong ago have vanished from 
|| the story of the anarchists Sacco and 
Workers we answer: Even so! But Israel must 
act differently; not “like all the na- Greetings from 
e not suffer if it dares to abolish the I. L. G. W. U. [ 
Managers Rather will this strengthen the state 
great will be the national and social educational harvest of a law which 
treason.—Ed. 
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